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Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on Thursday 25th June 2020 at 7.30 pm via ‘Microsoft 
Teams’ Video Conferencing. 
 
Members Present: 

Cllr Malcolm Llewellyn (Chairman) 
Cllr Allan Brown (Vice-Chairman) 
Cllr Peter Griffiths 
Cllr Stephen Hand  
Cllr Rodney Jackson 
Cllr Seth Jee 
Cllr Tony Lank 

Cllr John Lowman 
Cllr Martin Machan  
Cllr Claire Majsai  
Cllr Duncan Ranger 
Cllr Bob Sampson 
Cllr Julia Shorrocks 
 

 
Also Present:   Cllr Joy Dennis (WSCC), Cllr Alison Bennett (MSDC), Cllr Colin Trumble (MSDC), Sarah 
Groom (Clerk to the Council) & one member of the public. 
 
C20/21.022 To receive and record apologies for absence.  Apologies for absence were received before 
the meeting and accepted from Cllrs David Evans and Cllr Michael Avery. 

 
C20/21.023 To receive and record declarations of interest.  There were no declarations of interest. 
 
C20/21.024 To receive and accept the Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on 28 May 2020: 
Members reviewed the minutes and amended Minute C20.21/006. The minutes were then agreed 
and it was:   

RESOLVED:  That the Council AGREES the Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 28 
May 2020.  

 
C20/21.025 To consider whether to adjourn the Meeting in accordance with Standing Orders to 
receive questions from members of the public in attendance: Members considered whether to 
adjourn the meeting in order to receive questions from members of the public in attendance.  The 
one member of the public present did not wish to speak. 
 
C20/21.026 To receive verbal reports from Representatives of other Authorities: The following 
reports were received as follows: 
 
C20/21.026.1 West Sussex County Council County (WSCC): Cllr Joy Dennis had previously circulated 

a very full report, sent to all members for their information which included: 

i) As at 6 June 2020 there had sadly been 583 deaths from COVID-19 in West Sussex. 

ii) West Sussex had been granted £3,178,715 to help develop and action their plans to reduce 

the spread of the virus as part of the Government’s wider test and trace service. 

iii) The WSCC led “Community Hub” is still supporting those with no access to food and supplies 

(over 6,000 calls taken) through a 7 day, 8am-8pm helpline and webpage. 

iv) The Library service have contacted over 14,000 individuals to offer support.  50% have asked 

for a regular call to stay in contact. 

v) Crawley has been identified as particularly at risk from economic decline due to the semi-

closure of Gatwick airport.  The Local Economic Partnership is working closely with WSCC. 

vi) The Schools admission process was suspended in March but this has now re-opened.  Offers 

for secondary school places will be initially made for September unless they are for Year 10. 

vii) Highways have received a £9.8million boost on top of the £8million already planned for 

resurfacing works this year. Temporary cycle lanes are planned and bus frequencies are 

increasing.  Locally the A2300 works are well underway.  

viii) Residents were warned to be on alert during Scams Awareness Fortnight 15-28 June. 
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Cllr Jee asked if Operation Watershed funding was still available.  Cllr Dennis confirmed is was but that 

the County would be reviewing its budget in July 2020.  The Chairman thanked Cllr Dennis for her very 

comprehensive report in advance of the meeting. 

 

C20/21.026.2 Mid Sussex District Council (MSDC):  Cllr Bennett reported the following key points: 

i) The District Council had held its first full council virtual meeting successfully. 

ii) The 2019/20 budget was being reviewed and difficult decisions would need to be taken.  

Additional support from central government was expected but it would be unlikely to cover 

the expected deficit. 

iii) A new homelessness strategy was adopted, planned before the pandemic.  The rise in demand 

for temporary households has risen sharply and will most likely continue to rise.  No new 

affordable homes have been delivered since 1 April which is what is needed.  Cllr Sampson 

asked if there was a ratio for how many of the affordable houses were rented or bought. 

iv) The leisure centres may remain closed for longer than permitted due to the costs associated 

with safely operating them with only half the normal users to allow for social distancing.  

v) Parking charges are being enforced again. 

 

Cllr Lank asked if the traffic survey for the Cuckfield Road will be taking place now that Bramble Park 

properties have passed the number that triggered the survey.  Cllr Trumble will ask the Planning 

Officers responsible and will kindly confirm the rations on affordable housing.  The Chairman thanks 

Cllr Bennett for her report and the contributions added by Cllr Trumble.   

 
C20/21.26.3 Mid Sussex Association of Local Councils & West Sussex Association of Local Councils:  
Cllr Jackson reported that WSALC had held a zoom meeting that morning: 

i) WSALC were looking to source training and advice independently from SALC. 
ii) A letter from the Chairman of Bolney Parish Council had been circulated in relation to his role 

as the new chair of MSALC. 
iii) Peter Griffiths had joined Cllr Steer on the group but Cllr Jackson was the Parish Council’s 

official representative. 
iv) The Clerk was receiving regular updates and excellent timely advice from the National and 

Sussex Associations of Local Councils. 
 
The Chairman thanked Cllr Jackson for his report.  Cllrs Dennis, Trumble and Bennett left the meeting. 
 
C20/21.027 To receive the minutes and where appropriate, consider the recommendations of the 
following Committees and Panels: The committee chairs introduced each set of minutes, which the 
Council was asked to receive and adopt, and where appropriate, consider the recommendations:  
 

i) Planning & Environment Committee (4 June 2020). 
 

ii) Community Engagement Committee (11 June 2020). Cllr Majsai reported that the new Parish 

Council website may be few weeks delayed (from 1 July target date) as a number of items are 

finalised.  The current website remains in place until the change-over. 

 

iii) Finance & Governance Committee (18 June 2020) Cllr Llewellyn explained the new budget 

code structure is now in place which will allow Committees to monitor and interrogate their 

accounts more easily in future. A review of the first quarter finances (April to June 2020) will 

be undertaken in respect of the impact of the pandemic. The Committee had agreed a 

recommendation for Council (see Minute C20/21.028 below). 
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iv) Strategic Policy and Resources Panel Minutes (26 May & 1 June 2020): Cllr Llewellyn confirmed 
that it had been agreed at the 1 June 2020 meeting of the Panel that its weekly meeting in 
COVID-19 mode would cease for the time being, and that all Council business would be 
conducted through existing standing committees via Microsoft Teams, or in person if the 
regulations allowed for it.  It was agreed that with a suitable cleaning regime our two Public 
Conveniences should re-open on 15 June 2020. 

 
v) Estates and Facility Management:  Members received a verbal update from Cllr Brown and the 

Clerk on the activity being undertaken in the management of the estates and facilities.  The 
Marchants Close entrance to Hovel Field had been opened up in late March 2020 to allow 
access into the site from the west of the Village.  A new path and chicane gate had been added 
at that point with new dog waste and litter bins installed.  It was being very well used and will 
soon link into paths from the Bovis development.  New surfacing had also been laid at the 
Latchets Lane crossroads and in St George’s Green through to Millenium Gardens.  The docks 
leaves in 15 Acre Field had been strimmed and collected to stop their seeds spreading, whilst 
not disturbing the nesting skylarks.  The draft Management Plan for Hurst Meadows is still 
being developed and it is hoped it can be finalised in the next few months. The orchard, Bellow 
Nose and Hovel Field trees are being watered although a few may have been lost due to the 
exceptionally dry months.  Two perch benches are proposed for 15 Acre Field.  Walks have 
been cancelled for now but the Advisory Group will meet again in mid August.  The Clerk gave 
an update on the works at Court Bushes, the Village Garden, the Cemetery Chapel and the 
Village Centre.  Following a discussion on the items raised by Cllr Shorrocks and Cllr Lowman, 
it was agreed that the Clerk will ensure the play area gates at South Avenue Recreation Ground 
are kept locked until they are officially re-opened and that the vehicle access gates are locked 
whenever they are not in use. 

 
RESOLVED:  That the Council RECEIVES the minutes of the following Committees and Panel: 

i. Planning & Environment Committee (4 June 2020); 
ii. Community Engagement (11 June 2020); 

iii. Finance & Governance Committee (18 June 2020); and 
iv. Strategic Policy and Resources Panel (26 May & 1 June 2020). 

 
C20/21.028 Asset Register:  Members considered the revised Asset Register.  The recent Internal Audit 
Report letter of 15 May 2020 recommended a summary of the changes over the past year was added 
to the Asset Register.  A revised version was considered at the Finance and Governance Committee on 
18 June 2020 and is recommended for Council’s approval and adoption.  The revised asset register was 
duly considered, and it was: 

 
RESOLVED:  That the Council AGREES AND ADOPTS the revised Asset Register.   

 
C20/21.029 The Council noted the following information items: 
 
C20/21.029.1 Cllr Llewellyn reported that the WSCC Rights of Way Team will be repairing the drainage 
issues in Latchets Lane and resurfacing the footpath next month from Primrose Cottage down to 
College Lane. 
 
C20/21.029.2 Cllr Llewellyn outlined the work taking place to make Hurstpierpoint High Street safer 
as the non-essential shops re-open from 15 June.  This involves suspending some parking bays to allow 
pedestrians to queue safely in them whilst observing social distancing e.g. outside the post office and 
chemist. 
 
 



 

 HURSTPIERPOINT           SAYERS COMMON 
                       PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Page 4 of 4 

 

   & 
 

The council RESOLVED that in view of the confidential nature of the following item, the press and 
public be excluded under section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960. 

 
Confidential Matters:  

 
C20/21.030 Kiddie Capers Childcare: Members considered a confidential briefing note concerning the 
Kiddie Capers Childcare Ltd Lease at Court Bushes Community Hub. The briefing note included the 
recommendation from the Finance & Governance Committee of 18 June 2020 which was: 
 

That the Committee RECOMMENDS a proposal to Council for approval and adoption.   
 
The matter was discussed in full and a recommendation was agreed for approval and adoption by the 
Council.  

RESOLVED: That the Council AGREES and ADOPTS the proposal regarding the Kiddie 
Capers Childcare Ltd Lease at Court Bushes Community Hub. 

 

 
There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.55 pm.  
 
 
 
 
Chairman 
 


