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Briefing Note 

Benches 
For Estates and Facilities Committee on 9 July 2020 - Item 10 

 
Introduction 
 
This briefing note sets out the proposals for a memorial bench in Millenium Gardens, a memorial 
bench on the Village Garden and two new benches for Hurst Meadows.  It also includes a proposal 
for a new squeeze style on the Latchets Lane footpath. 
 
Memorial Bench – Village Garden 
 
A request has been received from the family of the late Ian Nelson for a memorial bench on the 
Village Garden.  The Parish Council has previously agreed the Brighton style bench for its preferred 
use, bought from the Earth Anchors Company (see Annex A).  The cost of the 1.8m cast iron framed 
bench supplied with a bolt-down fixing kit is £679.00.  The memorial plaque is £73.00 and delivery is 
£48.00.  All prices are subject to VAT.  This brings the total cost to £800 + £160 VAT = £960.00 and 
this will be refunded by the family.  
 
Memorial Bench - Millenium Gardens 
 
A request was received for a commemorative bench to be installed in Millenium Gardens for a young 
girl of 14 who sadly passed away in 2019.  She particularly loved to play in the Gardens with her dog.  
The principle of agreeing to a bench was made at the Estates and Facilities Management Committee 
on 5 March 2020 (Ref: Minute FM.19.23.7: Seating).  The chosen model and manufacturer has been 
agreed along with the following inscription: Daisy Bushnell, Our Star Forever Shining Bright. 
 
The Rustic Bench Company’s memorial bench (see Annex A) costs £372.00 plus £39.00 for ground 
anchors to install the bench into the grass (No VAT applicable) and this will be refunded by the 
family.  Delivery is free.  This brings the total costs to £411.00. 
 
Hurst Meadows Benches 
 
It is proposed that two benches are installed at the top and bottom of 15 Acre Field to allow people 
to rest and enjoy the views on their walk.  The Monday Group are a group of volunteers who build 
and repair benches, stiles and bridges and clear footpaths.  The Monday Group can construct and 
install their “perch” design in Hurst Meadows (see Annex A), as they have previously done elsewhere 
in the parish.  The Parish Council purchases the wood required direct from Beacon Fencing and the 
Monday Group assembly their benches and styles at Damworth Farm on the Cuckfield Road.  Their 
labour is free but they ask for donations of 20% of the cost of the materials. 
 
The cost of materials for the two perch benches is currently £246.75 and a 20% donation to the 
Group of £49.35, would bring the total cost to £296.10.  We should also allow up to a 10% uplift in 
costs for the oak between now and the date at which we place the order. 
 
Squeeze Style 
 
Along Latchets Lane are a wooden squeeze style and an old metal kissing gate.  It is proposed that 
during the imminent works to improve the drainage and surface of the footpath that the kissing gate 
is replaced with a squeeze style that includes a dog gate (see Annex A).  
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The cost of the Monday Group constructing and installing it is £108.00 and a 20% donation to the 
Group of £21.60, would bring the total cost to £129.60.  We should also allow up to a 10% uplift in 
costs for the oak between now and the date at which we place the order. 
 
 
Recommendation:  The Committee is asked to agree the following recommendation. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: That the Committee AGREES to the purchase of: 
 

i) the Brighton bench at a cost of up to £800 + £160 VAT = £960. 
ii) the rustic bench at a cost of £411.00 (No VAT). 
iii) the two perch benches at a cost of up to £296.10 (+ up to 10% increase in costs). 
iv) a squeeze style at a cost of £129.60 (+ up to 10% increase in costs). 
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Annex A 
 

Brighton Style Bench 
 

 
 
 
Rustic Bench 
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Perch Bench 
 

 
 
Squeeze Style 
 

 
 


