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Briefing Note 

Allotments 
 

For Estates and Facilities Committee on 9 July 2020 – Item 11 
 
Background 
 
At the Finance & Governance Committee on 10 October 2019, the Committee considered a request 
from the Hurstpierpoint Allotment Association to provide additional water tanks and taps at the 
Albourne Road Allotment Site.   
 
The Committee Minute F19/049.7.(1) RESOLVED: That the hosepipe ban is to be rescinded, non 
return valves be put on all standpipes and that the utilisation of standpipes looked into and to 
prioritise any additional ones needed into the 2020/21 budget.  The Allotment agreements when re-
written, would include a clause about how hosepipes may be used. 
 
Following the meeting, the hose-pipe ban was rescinded and the non-return valves fitted on the 
existing taps.  New Allotment Agreements were approved at the Council meeting on 23 April 2020.  
In addition, a sum of £1,500 was included under Allotment Projects for this financial year to install 
additional standpipes and tanks to better improve the distribution of them across the site. 
 
Issues and Options 
 
The Committee is now asked to consider the specific request for additional standpipes and water 
tanks.  One of the justifications given by the Allotment Association is the increase in the number of 
plots.  However, there has not been an increase in the area of land and the increase in plots is a 
result of splitting larger plots into smaller ones based on rod sizes.  This has allowed more people to 
have smaller plots. 
 
This is a unique year with the COVID-19 pandemic having a significant impact on the budget for the 
year 2020/21.  The Parish Council will be reviewing its budget in light of this significant challenge.  
Further thought may therefore need to be given to the timing of the works, as and when the budget 
allows. 
 
Next Steps 
 
The following next steps are proposed: 
 

i. The Clerk will map the exact locations of the existing standpipes and water tanks. 
ii. Options for additional locations will be discussed with the Allotment Association and 

prioritised, to ensure the layout offers fair and equitable access to all plots. 
iii. Quotes for additional standpipes and water tanks will be requested to ensure the proposals 

are within the allocated budget. 
iv. The budget will only be spent if permission is granted by the Council, following the review of 

the Parish Council’s 2020/21 budget. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: That the Committee AGREES to seek quotes for additional sets of standpipes 
and water tanks up to a cost of £1,500 but the decision to spend the money will be dependent on 
the review of the Parish Council 2020/21 budget. 


