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Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on Thursday 23 July 2020 at 7.30 pm via ‘Microsoft Teams’ 
Video Conferencing. 
 
Members Present: 

Cllr Malcolm Llewellyn (Chairman) 
Cllr Allan Brown (Vice-Chairman) 
Cllr Michael Avery  
Cllr Stephen Hand  
Cllr Rodney Jackson 
Cllr Seth Jee 
Cllr Tony Lank 

Cllr John Lowman 
Cllr Martin Machan  
Cllr Claire Majsai  
Cllr Duncan Ranger 
Cllr Bob Sampson 
Cllr Julia Shorrocks 
 

 
Also Present:   Cllr Joy Dennis (WSCC), Cllr Alison Bennett (MSDC), Cllr Colin Trumble (MSDC), Sarah 
Groom (Clerk to the Council) & one member of the public. 
 
C20/21.031 To receive and record apologies for absence.  Apologies for absence were received before 
the meeting and accepted from Cllr David Evans.  Cllr Peter Griffiths was absent.  

 
C20/21.032 To receive and record declarations of interest.  There were no declarations of interest. 
 
C20/21.033 To receive and accept the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 25 June 2020: 
Members received and accepted the minutes of the meeting held on 25 June 2020 and it was:   

 
RESOLVED:  That the Council AGREES the Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 25 
June 2020.  

 
C20/21.034 To consider whether to adjourn the Meeting in accordance with Standing Orders to 
receive questions from members of the public in attendance: Members considered whether to 
adjourn the meeting in order to receive questions from members of the public in attendance.  The 
one member of the public present did not wish to speak so the meeting was not adjourned. 
 
C20/21.035 To receive verbal reports from Representatives of other Authorities: The following 
reports were received as follows: 
 
C20/21.035.1 West Sussex County Council County (WSCC): Cllr Joy Dennis had previously circulated 

a very full report, sent to all members for their information.  A further update was provided: 

i) Concerns are emerging over the “R” rate (rate of reproduction of the coronavirus) for Crawley.  

This is being carefully managed by Public Health and Crawley Borough Council. 

ii) A fire at the waste transfer station/materials recycling centre in Crawley has closed the site, 

so Burgess Hill’s site may be busier.  Horsham has also extended its hours to assist. 

iii) Cllr Sampson asked if parents would be fined for not sending their children to School in 

September, if they were scared about sending them from households with vulnerable people.  

Cllr Dennis said this issue had been considered and parents were not being threatened with 

legal action at present. Cllr Majsai felt head teachers were in the best position to know about 

the relevant families and hoped WSCC would not be pressurising head teachers on this subject 

either. 

iv) Cllr Lank and Cllr Dennis would be discussing traffic and parking issues and forthcoming 

Section 106 monies available after the meeting. 

v) Cllr Dennis explained that whilst August might normally be considered a quieter month, this 

year it will certainly be very busy. 

vi) The Chairman thanked Cllr Dennis for her very thorough report. 
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C20/21.035.2 Mid Sussex District Council (MSDC):  Cllr Jackson reported the following key points: 

i) The District Council was promoting its Applaud Awards for recognising people for their 

voluntary work.  The deadline for nominations is 18 September 2020. Cllr Trumble added that 

they are not just for COVID –19 related work. 

ii) The Site Allocation Development Plan document was approved for consultation. There is some 

impact for Sayers Common. 

iii) The District Council agreed its investments should be ethical and green. 

iv) A £2.9m overspend is forecast due to the under recovery of income, despite some grants from 

Government. 

v) The leisure centres will not open from 25 July which is when they are permitted to, due to the 

costs associated with safely operating them with only half the normal users to allow for social 

distancing.  

vi) Play areas have been risk assessed and are mostly opened.  They will have a weekly deep clean 

and regular daily cleaning. 

vii) There is a Council Tax hardship fund which can be applied for which includes a grant for £200. 

viii) £26m has been awarded in business grants. 

ix) The Air Quality reports have been received. 

 

Cllr Trumble wished to add some background to the Site Allocation Development Plan.  The 

District Council take the responsibilities very seriously to produce a five year housing supply.  

Plans are developed on a standard methodology, with technical assessments and legal advice 

so that they can be defended.  The District Councillors must consider the best interests of the 

District which may sometimes conflict with the best interest of the parish. The number of new 

dwellings agreed last night was 1929.  This is 272 over the required 1657, so a cushion has also 

been built in.  There has been some criticism on social media that decisions have been made 

based on political grounds, which is not true.  Cllr Jee explained that with all the additional 

housing in Sayers Common, it needs to now be recognised that the village has had more than 

enough allocations.  The Chairman thanked Cllr Jackson and Cllr Trumble for their reports.  Cllr 

Trumble left the meeting. 

 
C20/21.35.3 Mid Sussex Association of Local Councils & West Sussex Association of Local Councils:  
Cllr Jackson reported that WSALC will hold its executive meeting next week, where they will be 
speaking to the Sussex Associations of Local Councils about the costs of their services.  The Chairman 
thanked Cllr Jackson for his report.  Cllr Bennett left the meeting.   
 
C20/21.036 To receive the minutes and where appropriate, consider the recommendations of the 
following Committees and Working Group: The committee chairs introduced each set of minutes, 
which the Council was asked to receive and adopt, and where appropriate, consider the 
recommendations:  
 

i) Highways and Cycleways Working Group (8 June 2020): The Chairman explained these 
minutes had been omitted from the last Council meeting’s agenda.  Cllr Lank introduced the 
minutes of the meeting and invited any questions.  Cllr Majsai asked when the road repairs 
were taking place outside the Nationwide Building Society in Hurstpierpoint High Street.  Cllr 
Lank had reported them a number of weeks ago at the same time as the damaged kerbstones.  
Cllr Dennis explained that road closures would be required.  The Chairman enquired about the 
road sign opposite the Nationwide which needed a thorough clean and Cllr Dennis will 
investigate it being cleaned when the road is closed.  Cllr Jee asked when the Kingsland Laines 
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Section 106 money (£15,000) might become available for a pedestrian crossing on London 
Road, Sayers Common.  Cllr Hand clarified the community highways scheme monies were from 
Chalkers Lane and Little Park Section 106 and not Kingsland Laine.  The Chairman will confirm 
the position and whether we need to apply for the money.  Cllr Jee offered to share the MSDC 
report. 

 
Members agreed to take agenda item 7 (Speed Indicator Devise and 30mph Gateways Signs) 
immediately following the above agenda item. 

 
ii) Planning & Environment Committee (2 July 2020):  There were no recommendations for 

Council but there was an item for information, to be raised under Minute C20/21.040.1 below. 
 

iii) Estates and Facility Management (9 July 2020):   No recommendations for Council. 

 

iv) Finance & Governance Committee (16 July 2020): Cllr Llewellyn explained the Committee 

had focused on a review of the first quarter financial position following the impact of COVID-

19.  The Committee has made a recommendation to Council under Minute C20/21.038 

below. The Committee had also agreed to open three new bank accounts for the Hurst 

Meadows Section 106 money, all of which provided the Financial Services Compensation 

Scheme protection for amounts up to £85,000.  The Reserves had been looked at again for 

the year ending 31 March 2020.  A year end VAT Refund of £9,600 and £9,300 from the Hurst 

Meadows Ear Marked Reserve, had been transferred back into the General Reserve.  Even 

with this transfer, the Parish Council’s General Reserve is lower than it should ideally be.   

Members then:  

 

RESOLVED:  That the Council RECEIVES the minutes of the following Committees and 
Working Group: 

i. Highways and Cycleways Working Group (8 June 2020). 
ii. Planning & Environment Committee (2 July 2020). 

iii. Estates & Facilities Management Committee (9 July 2020). 
iv. Finance & Governance Committee (16 July 2020). 

 
C20/21.037 Speed Indicator Devise and 30mph Gateway Signage:  Cllr Lank introduced the item.  
Discussions had been held with local residents who were concerned about speeding on Wickham 
Hill.  The Parish Council shares a SID with neighbouring parish councils but demand is such that it 
would be beneficial to purchase our own which can be moved around the parish more often.   To be 
particularly useful it would need the data recording package and battery packs which increased the 
cost to £2,900+VAT.   
 
Wickham Hill residents had offered to pay for items of speed awareness equipment and had 
specifically requested permission to place small 30 mph reminder signs on the Village Gateways, 
both sides of the road.   
 

The recommendation to Members was to consider:  
i) purchasing a speed indicator devise (SID) for use by the Parish Council only, at a 

cost of approximately £2,500 + VAT if the funds were available, or to budget for it 
for 2021/22; and  

ii) agreeing to the fixing of 30 mph signs to the Village Gateways on Wickham Hill. 
 
Cllr Jee warned of weight restrictions on street lamps and explained that the Sayers Common Village 
Society had requested 30mph signs to be fixed to the Village Gateways but hadn’t been allowed, as 
the location did not correspond with the official change in speed.  Cllr Sampson said that a SID 
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purchased by the Community Shop, was yet to be used.  Cllr Dennis said single poles could be 
installed to fix the SIDs to as well.  Cllr Dennis will investigate if the SLOW sign can be re-painted on 
Wickham Hill and paid for by WSCC, not the residents.  Upon consideration it was: 
 

RESOLVED:  That the Council AGREES to:  
  i)  budgeting in 2021/22 for the purchase of a speed indicator devise (SID) at a cost of 

£2,900 + VAT, if it was not possible to purchase it this year due to lack of funds; and 
ii)  the fixing of small 30 mph signs, purchased by residents, to both the Village 

Gateways on Wickham Hill. 
 
Cllr Dennis left the meeting. 
 
C20/21.038 Budget Review:  Cllr Llewellyn explained the Committee had focused on a review of the 
first quarter financial position following the impact of COVID-19.  Four projects had been identified 
previously as discretionary, and the Committee agreed expenditure should be delayed until the 
financial position is more positive, potentially after the second quarter ends on 30 September 2020.  
These projects were the additional allotment standpipes, the Cemetery Chapel redecoration, the 
Court Bushes Club Room decking and the Court Bushes sinking fund allocation.  
 
It was also noted that the Community Engagement Committee grant applications were from 

organisations that added a great deal of value to the wellbeing of the local community.  However, in 

this particular year, the Parish Council may need to consider awarding grants only to those 

organisations who would not survive into next year without the Parish Council’s support.   

 

The recommendation from the Finance & Governance Committee of 16 July 2020 was that 
Council RESOLVES to: 

i) exercise caution when asked to approve expenditure on discretionary 
projects and grants recommended by Committees; 

ii) ask the Community Engagement Committee to prioritise grant 
applications from organisations that may not survive the year without the 
Parish Council’s support by examining their reserves; and to recommend 
its grant awards to Council for a decision.   

 

Cllr Majsai enquired whether the grants discussion related to the organisation, or the service it 

offers, being at risk.  Cllr Llewellyn said this hadn’t been fully explored but the intention was that 

national or regional organisations may weather the storm better than very small local organisations.  

Cllr Majsai agreed to look at each application on a case by case basis and recommend grant awards 

back to Council for agreement and it was: 

 
RESOLVED:  That the Council AGREES to: 

iii) exercise caution when asked to approve expenditure on discretionary 
projects and grants recommended by Committees; 

iv) ask the Community Engagement Committee to prioritise grant 
applications from organisations that may not survive the year without the 
Parish Council’s support by examining their reserves; and to recommend 
its grant awards back to Council for a decision.   

 
C20/21.039 MSDC Applaud Awards and MP’s Covid Community Champion Awards – Call for 
Nominations: The Chairman explained there were two award schemes we had been invited to 
put nominations forward for.  It was proposed that responsibility be delegated to the Community 
Engagement Committee at it 13 August 2020 meeting, for the final agreement and submission of 
entries. 
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RECOMMENDATION: Council RESOLVES to nominate representatives for awards to the 
Community Engagement Committee for the final agreement and submission of entries.    

 
Members considered suitable nominees and Cllr Sampson suggested Jane Cheshire of the Sayers 
Common Community Shop, who had worked so hard to keep the shop open throughout the lock-
down working nearly every day and covering for others who were not able to work as they were 
shielding.  Cllr Majsai suggested Pru Heron and colleagues Lucy and Ebony from the Hurstpierpoint 
COVID-19 Neighbours’ Support Group for their immediate community based response to the crisis 
by establishing a volunteer lead organisation that offered to stay in contact with the most vulnerable 
supplying shopping, collecting prescriptions and posting mail etc.  Pru Heron had also organised the 
virtual Garden Scheme to raise funds for the Hospice.  The Clerk would check with Pru Heron who 
exactly to include in the submission and also contact Reverend Jane Willis for any further 
suggestions, and it was: 

 
RESOLVED:  That the Council AGREES to nominate Jane Cheshire of the Sayers Common 
Community Shop and representatives of the Hurstpierpoint COVID-19 Neighbours’ Support 
Group; and delegate responsibility to the Community Engagement Committee for the final 
agreement and submission of entries by the deadlines. 

 
C20/21.040 The Council noted the following information items: 
 

C20/21.040.1 Land 150m south of Parson’s Withes Wood East of Pangdean Lane, Goddards 
Green DM/20/2287: Cllr Machan reported that the deadline for this “permission in principle” 
application of 30 July 2020 did not leave time for the Planning & Environment Committee to 
meet to consider the item before their next meeting on 6 August.  An extension to the deadline 
had not been granted.  The Committee had therefore agreed a (majority) response to the 
consultation based on a repeat of previous objections to application 19/1967, as follows:  
 
RECOMMENDATION: Refusal – application is contrary to the following policies: Hurst C1 – 
Conserving & enhancing Character of the Countryside Hurst C3 & Hurst H1– Development 
would encroach beyond the boundaries of the Northern Arc DP12 – Protection & 
Enhancement of Countryside DP15 - New Homes in the countryside DP26 – Character and 
Design DP28 – Accessibility DP37 – Trees and woodland Additionally: Potential effect on 
trees on the site subject to a TPO. The development would further increase the excess 
number of homes already permitted above those agreed within the made Neighbourhood 
Plan.  The response will be submitted by the deadline of 30 July 2020.  

 
RESOLVED:  That the Council noted the response to the consultation. 

 
C20/21.040.2 The Chairman gave an update on the works to improve the drainage and the 

resurfacing of the Latchetts Lane footpath from St George’s Lane to College Lane.  The project 

is being led by the WSCC Rights of Way Team and now provides an all-weather surface to help 

join up the village.  There had been issues with the hard core used which have been resolved.  

The old kissing gate is yet to be reinstalled and a new bollard will be installed near Primrose 

Cottage.  It is understood a few snagging items remain. 

 
C20/21.040.3 The Chairman reminded Members of the work in Hurstpierpoint High Street in 
mid June, which included suspending some parking bays to allow pedestrians to queue safely 
in them whilst observing social distancing.  Key parts of the scheme proposed by the Parish 
Council had not been delivered by partner authorities but some changes had been made on 
Tuesday.  This will also be subject to further reviews. 
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The council RESOLVED that in view of the confidential nature of the following item, the press and 
public be excluded under section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960. 

 
Confidential Matters:  

 
C20/21.041 Chantry Stables: Members considered a recommendation from Finance & Governance 
Committee of 16 July 2020 concerning the Hurst Community Charity Lease of the Chantry Stables.   
 

That the Committee RECOMMENDS a proposal to Council for approval and adoption.   
 
The matter was discussed in full and a recommendation was agreed for approval and adoption by th  
e Council.  

RESOLVED: That the Council AGREES and ADOPTS the proposal regarding the Chantry 
Stables Lease. 

 

 
There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.51 pm.  
 
 
 
 
Chairman 


