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SSALC Chairs Networking Meeting 10 Sep 2020 Notes 

The above was the first of a monthly online forum, led by Trevor Leggo and supported by Anne Bott 

and Anna Beam from SSALC.  The next is scheduled for 06 Nov 2020. 

1.    Planning for the Future paper out for consultation with closure date of 29 Oct 2020.  SSALC will 

issue a supporting presentation by the end of the month/early October.  The 4 main proposals are:  

• changes to the standard method for assessing local housing need  

• securing of First Homes through developer contributions in the short term until the 

transition to a new system  

• supporting small and medium-sized builders by temporarily lifting the small sites threshold 

below which developers do not need to contribute to affordable housing  

• extending the current Permission in Principle to major development. 

Henfield PC have already submitted very detailed comments which have been shared with SSALC. 

2.    Accessible Web-sites deadline is 23 Sep 2020.  The Equalities Commission is overseeing.  If non 

compliant can publish an acknowledgement of the deadline and progress being made to compliance.  

Anna Beams, SSALC can provide advice.  SSALC use Vision ICT for website work and who understand 

Parish needs.   

3.    Changes to Current Planning System paper out for consultation with closure date of 01 Oct 

2020.  Focusses on reform of the planning system to streamline and modernise the planning process, 

bring a new focus to design and sustainability, improve the system of developer contributions to 

infrastructure, and ensure more land is available for development where it is needed.  

4.    Pavement Parking report is out with 45 questions to be answered.  It was suggested that it was 

a something of a “smokescreen” as Highways already have the powers to deal with hazardous 

parking. 

5.    Review of Local Authorities Audit – The Redmond Review has been published.  It recommends 

the creation of an Office of Local Audit Regulation to oversee, procure, manage and regulate the 

external audits of local authorities in England.  The report recommends revisions in the current fee 

structure for external audits to address shortcomings, with all eligible audit firms being able to 

tender for local audits and to be given proper consideration for appointment.  Local auditors’ skills 

training will be provided to expand the pool of competing firms and external audit teams will be 

encouraged to engage more effectively with local authority internal audit functions.  The new 

regulator will have the power to sanction firms for significant audit failures.  Deadlines for audits 

should be extended to 30 September, providing more time for audit firms with busy private sector 

audit workloads to deliver local public audits as well.  The Redmond Review also recommends that 

local authorities have at least one independent member on their audit committees, with sufficient 

training and expertise to support elected representatives in scrutinising local authority finances. 

6.    Council Meetings.  SSALC has been inundated with requests for advice on how to run Council 

Meetings in COVID-19 era, including the latest Government direction re the Rule of 6.  Essentially 

virtual meetings, as enabled by April’s Statutory Instrument, dispenses with the risk.  The issue is 

how you enable the public to discharge their right to attend.  Have standing orders been amended to 

account for circumstances ie engagement with the public in the virtual environment?  Some good 

procedures have been produced by various PCs and District Council’s to support the running of 

virtual meetings and can be shared.  Any use of Council facilities should be supported by robust and 
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well documented Risk Assessments and it would be prudent to cross check with Council insurers as 

well.  

7.    Hybrid Meetings.  When COVID-19 measures permit Council’s should consider Hybrid meetings 

ie some on line and some in the room.  What conference facilities do we need to enable this way 

forward?  Many view this as the future, being more inclusive and accessible for all. 

8.    Training.   SSALC still running training courses, but on line – see SSALC website.  Communications 

courses covering the use of social media, dealing with trolls et al, are particularly recommended. 

9.    Devolution White Paper is due out shortly focussing upon a move for Unitary Authorities with 

an average size dependency of about 600,000.  Aim is to streamline statutory services and to 

amalgamate the upper and middle tiers of local government.  No indication as yet as to what the 

implication will be for Parish and Town Councils ie will they need to grow to take on more of the 

localism agenda? 

AOB 

10.    Attendance at Council Meetings.  It was emphasised that Council at their meetings had to 

consider and accept, or not accept, apologies for absence and then had to minute that decision.  

Obviously, 6 months continuous of not accepted apologies would result in the disqualification of the 

councillor and a by election.  As an example, social reasons for absence were not considered as a 

valid reason. 

11.    Planning comments should focus on material considerations and not personal views.  

Comment was made that planning officers appear to becoming advocates for developers as the 

focus is on “build, build, build”. 


