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MINUTES of the meeting of the Heritage Trail on Thursday 10th September held at 10:00am using 
Microsoft ‘teams’. 
 

Parish Council Present 

Claire Majsai (Chair)  
Allan Brown 
Tony Lank 
Malcolm Llewellyn  
Duncan Ranger 
John Lowman 
Lorna Cooksey (Assistant Clerk)  
 

  

Hurstpierpoint Society Present 
David Clarke 
Christopher Maidment  
Lyn Williams 
Patrick Howarth  
 
 

The Chair made introductions between the Parish Council Councillors and the Hurstpierpoint Society 
and thanked everyone for attending the second meeting of the Heritage Trail.  
 
Item 1. Hurstpierpoint Society Update – A Hurstpierpoint Society representative explained that 
progress since the last meeting in February had been very slow due to the pandemic. A trial run of 
the route had been planned in July with the Horsham U3A group and the Hurst Festival, but both 
had unfortunately been cancelled. The representative explained that the Hurstpierpoint Society 
were still involved in the Festival and part of the virtual events included a quiz which contained 
questions about the Heritage Trail. The Hurstpierpoint Society expressed their gratitude to 
Christopher Maidment who had undertaken an enormous amount for work on behalf of the 
Hurstpierpoint Society.  
 
Item 2. Heritage Trail Route, length of time – The Hurstpierpoint Society representative explained in 
detail the route for the Heritage Trail.  The pamphlet was used to show case what would be used 
and read by anyone undertaking the walk. He described some of the history, buildings and special 
features that are included on the route. On the trail there is time to stop and explore Hurst 
Meadows. The representative informed the Councillors that research had been carried out with 
homeowners to ensure history and details were correct. The trail ends in Hurstpierpoint High Street 
which will encourage revenue to the businesses and pubs. The whole Heritage Trail takes one and a 
half hours but there is a shorter option that only takes one hour. It was explained that the pamphlet 
can only contain limited text, but more detail and information can be found on the website. The 
Chair commented that the leaflet was really well put together and a lot of time and effort had been 
spent on it. The Hurstpierpoint Society confirmed that all historical facts had been double checked 
for accuracy and that two pieces of evidence had been sought to confirm this. It was encouraged 
that if any mistakes were found to report to the Hurstpierpoint Society so information could be 
checked.  
The Councillors were asked how the pamphlet had been used whilst the Hurstpierpoint Society 
representative had been explaining the route. A Councillor confirmed that although he had it fully 
open, if he was out walking, he would have kept it closed and it worked very well.  



 

 HURSTPIERPOINT           SAYERS COMMON 
                       PARISH COUNCIL 

 

 

   & 
 
Item 3 – Accessibility – The Hurstpierpoint Society believe the route is accessible for everyone. The 
only challenge would be if someone with a disability would like to explore Hurst Meadows, but this is 
optional on the map and not part of the actual trail. A Councillor confirmed that St Georges Green 
had been upgraded so this route does not cause any issues now. It was commented that the High 
Street would be a difficult area to negotiate but a Hurstpierpoint representative confirmed that on 
her mobility bike although it can difficult, it is not impossible. The Hurstpierpoint Society confirmed 
that all narrow parts of pavements had been avoided.  
 
Item 3.a - Design of map, leaflet and website – A Hurstpierpoint Society representative presented 
the Map, pamphlet and website to the Councillors. On the map currently is a section for the QR code 
but confirmation is needed on where the pamphlets will be available so this can be updated. The 
map shows all public toilets through the trail and a selection of pictures. There are no arrows on the 
map as this is not a version that would be taken away so there is no need. The Hurstpierpoint 
Society expressed that they would like a better photo of Gothic House.  
The Pamphlet was shown and as explained before only carries a certain amount of text, images and 
photos. The pamphlet is a large full bleed document that has taken a long time to consolidate. 
Within the pamphlet is information on how to donate and join the Hurstpierpoint Society. The QR 
code again can be used to access the Heritage Trail website and the ‘what3words’ has been used 
throughout the website to ensure that if anyone becomes lost, they can find where they are using 
this technology.  All the information on the website can be downloaded at home which should help 
with any problems with signal when out in the Parish. Once downloaded all active links will still work 
allowing the user to read more detailed information about a certain location. Throughout the 
website, wording in green has been used to show active links, the user is able to go back and 
forward through this information. The Hurstpierpoint Society also demonstrated that the website 
contains links to businesses, groups and clubs in the Parish which should encourage visitors. It was 
highlighted that some history needs some attention and clarification, and this will continue once the 
Heritage Trail is live. Within the website there are references to roughly 10 books that have been 
used to help confirm historical information.  
A Councillor asked who will be maintaining the website and all the links that have been made active. 
It was confirmed that this would be the responsibility of the Hurstpierpoint Society. It was asked that 
if anyone noticed links were broken to inform the Hurstpierpoint Society so it could be actioned. The 
Chair asked whether businesses/groups and clubs will be contacted to confirm they want to be on 
the website and so they can help be responsible for informing the society if new links have been 
made.  
 
The Hurstpierpoint representative showed the Councillors how businesses could be advertised on 
the website and leaflets, but it was confirmed that this had not yet been discussed by the 
Hurstpierpoint Society. A Councillor stressed that the Heritage Trail was a partnership between the 
Hurstpierpoint Society and the Parish Council, and any advertising would need to be discussed. The 
Parish Council would like to support local businesses but must be very careful about who we do and 
do not support. The Hurstpierpoint Society confirmed that this would be a conversation in the future 
and would not happen without the Parish Council being involved.   
 
The Chair expressed how impressed she was with the work that had been undertaken so far. The 
Chair asked if the website was live now and it was confirmed that it was only live for the 
Hurstpierpoint Society members. The online version is ready to go live now for the Parish, but this 
cannot happen until a location is established for the Map. A Councillor also raised that work had 
been carried out on the Parish Council branding but has not yet been approved by Council. The 
Assistant Clerk was asked to ensure that this is added to the September Full Council agenda.  
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4. Location of start of the Trail – The Hurstpierpoint Society discussed why they had chosen the 
location as shown in the power point presentation as the desired site. It was suggested that a wall 
mounted map would be better rather than an aluminium stand as this may be climbed over and 
damaged. However, there are issues with liability for damage/repair to using the wall as well as 
getting permission from the owner. A Councillor confirmed that this land is owned by MSDC and that 
the Assistant Clerk had been working to find out information with regards to costings, process etc.. 
An alternative location was suggested by a Councillor of erecting the map on the Village Garden as 
you walk through the gateway. The land is owned by the Parish Council and has enough space that 
we would not constrict pathways. The map could be positioned backing on to the Village Garden by 
the hedging. A Councillor confirmed he preferred the Hurstpierpoint Society location but would like 
to investigate all three possible options due to the license fees, protocol that the Parish Council may 
have to go through. The Chair asked the Assistant Clerk to carry on investigating the three options 
and when concrete information had been established to organise the next meeting between the 
Hurstpierpoint Society and the Parish Council. The Hurstpierpoint Society expressed that the leaflets 
cannot be printed and circulated until the map location is confirmed as this information is stored 
within the pamphlet.  
 
Location one – Mounted on the wall.  
  
The Assistant Clerk confirmed that the wall is adjacent to MSDC land and permission would need to 
be sought from the owner of 71a. The Parish Council would then be liable for any accidental and 
malicious damage to the wall. Planning permission will also have to be secured from MSDC.  
 
Location Two – Map erected on two poles in front of the wall.  
  
The Assistant Clerk confirmed that the Parish Council would need to request a license to erect and 
maintain the noticeboard with MSDC. The planning department for Mid Sussex would also need to 
be contacted.   
 
Location Three – Map erected on poles backing on the Village Green.  
  
The Councillor confirmed that we would need to apply for Planning permission, but this location is 
on Parish Council land.   
 
The Hurstpierpoint Society asked where the pamphlets will be located as there were several possible 
options such as the Parish Council office, library, charity shop and other Highstreet shops. A 
councillor expressed concerns that a dispenser by the map would be a waste as leaflets would get 
wet, fall on the floor and we want to encourage phone use as there is more detail on the website. It 
was agreed no dispenser would be purchased. A Councillor asked if there was a charge for the 
pamphlets, but the Hurstpierpoint Society confirmed that the donation request will cover costs for 
printing.  
 
5. Costing for Aluminium panel – The Chair discussed the quotes that had been received from the 
Facilities Manager earlier this year. It was confirmed that when signage was being organised for 
Hurst Meadows research was undertaken then about suppliers and costs and the Sussex Sign Centre 
was the preferred supplier. The Assistant Clerk was asked to confirm with the Clerk whether two 
more quotes would need to be sourced.  
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The Chair confirmed that the Parish Council had agreed to undertake the purchase of the aluminium 
panel, posts, installation and arrangement with the MSDC including fees incurred. The 
Hurstpierpoint Society would undertake the design of the website, map, leaflets and ongoing costs 
to maintain these.  
 
Christopher Maidment left the meeting at 11.15am 
 
The Parish Councillors raised the point of where the budget for the above costs would come from 
and it was confirmed that this would be discussed at the Full Council meeting.  
 
6. Testing the route – The Hurstpierpoint Society confirmed that the trail had been tested by a 
London tour guide who took her two children and dog. Valuable feedback was given, and the 
website and pamphlets have been updated accordingly. The Hurstpierpoint Society requested help 
in finding volunteers who are new to the village or not from this area and would like to trial the walk. 
All feedback should be given to Hurstpierpoint Society.  
 
7. Audio- Version – The Hurstpierpoint Society have spoken about an audio version, but this project 
will not be undertaken this year and will be planned for future developments.  
 
8. Ongoing Cost – The Hurstpierpoint Society will take on responsibility for all on going costs for 
printing leaflets, map updates and website changes.  
 
9. Advertising the Heritage Trail - The Councillors and Hurstpierpoint representatives collectively 
agreed that once the Heritage Trail is up and running a plan can be established to promote the trail. 
It was asked by the Chair that we work in a partnership together, so it is more effective. Suggested 
ideas would be to use the Hurst Life magazine, article in the Middy, Parish Council newsletters, 
website, Hurst Society newsletter etc... A Councillor raised that we must advertise outside of the 
Parish as we want to encourage people from outside the Parish to visit. It was suggested that 
contacting the Women’s Institute would be a good starting point as they regularly like to visit places.  

 
10. Any other business – The Hurstpierpoint Society raised that the ‘Ian Nelson Walk’ is referred to 
in the Heritage Trail and asked when this will be agreed. A Councillor confirmed that it was currently 
in the consultation period and although it was not confirmed it was an ongoing project.  
The Chair thanked the Hurstpierpoint Society for all the work that had been undertaken so far and 
confirmed the next meeting would be scheduled once detail had been received from MSDC about 
the map location. The Chair requested that any information or questions should be directed at the 
Assistant Clerk to help ensure the partnership continues.  
 
Meeting closed at 11:23am 
 
 


