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Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on Thursday 24 September 2020 at 7.30 pm via ‘Microsoft 
Teams’ Video Conferencing. 
 
Members Present: 

Cllr Malcolm Llewellyn (Chairman) 
Cllr Allan Brown (Vice-Chairman) 
Cllr Michael Avery  
Cllr David Evans  
Cllr Stephen Hand  
Cllr Rodney Jackson 
 

Cllr Tony Lank  
Cllr John Lowman 
Cllr Claire Majsai  
Cllr Duncan Ranger 
Cllr Bob Sampson 
Cllr Julia Shorrocks 
 

 
Also Present:   Cllr Joy Dennis (WSCC), Cllr Alison Bennett (MSDC), Cllr Colin Trumble (MSDC), Sarah 
Groom (Clerk to the Council) & one member of the public. 
 
C20/21.042 To receive and record apologies for absence.  Apologies for absence were received before 
the meeting and accepted from Cllr Seth Jee, Cllr Martin Machan & Cllr Peter Griffiths, and it was:  
 

RESOLVED:  That the Council ACCEPTS the apologies for absence from Cllrs Jee, Machan & 

Griffiths. 

 
C20/21.043 To receive and record declarations of interest.  There were no declarations of interest. 
 
C20/21.044 To receive and accept the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 23 July 2020: 
Members received and accepted the minutes of the meeting held on 23 July 2020 and it was:   

 
RESOLVED:  That the Council AGREES the Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 23 
July 2020.  

 
C20/21.045 To consider whether to adjourn the Meeting in accordance with Standing Orders to 
receive questions from members of the public in attendance: Members considered whether to 
adjourn the meeting in order to receive questions from members of the public in attendance.  The 
one member of the public present did not wish to speak so the meeting was not adjourned. 
 
C20/21.046 To receive verbal reports from Representatives of other Authorities: The following 
reports were received as follows: 
 
C20/21.046.1 West Sussex County Council County (WSCC): Cllr Joy Dennis had previously circulated 

a very full report, sent to all members for their information.  A further update was provided on the 

quiet lanes initiative.  Cllr Dennis had put forward her Division as a pilot for the project.  The Chairman 

thanked Cllr Dennis for her very thorough report circulated in advance. 

 

C20/21.046.2 Mid Sussex District Council (MSDC):  Cllr Bennett reported the following key points: 

i) A revised corporate plan and budget is being discussed at MSDC’s Full Council meeting next 

week.  The Council will be looking to draw on its reserves, consider raising Council Tax as far as 

possible and review services to find cost savings.   

ii) The leisure centres re-opened on 1 September 2020 and MSDC is now subsidising “Places 

Leisure” by £2.6m for the period until April 2021.   The District Council usually receives a 

management fee credit payment. 

iii) Officers are preparing a response to the Government’s White Paper: Planning for the Future 

consultation document and their response will be made public. 
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iv) The ward boundaries for MSDC will be reviewed again (they are reviewed every 15-20 years) in 

relation to equal numbers of electors to ward councillor representatives to ensure all areas have 

fair representation. 

v) The Burgess Hill Town Centre redevelopment has been agreed. 

vi) A series of graffiti linked to occult and conspiracy theories has been found in Hassocks.  Please 

let Cllr Bennett know if we see any in the parish. 

 

In response to questions, Cllr Bennett confirmed that MSDC were waiting for an updated agricultural 
statement regarding Pakyns Fam planning application and that enforcement matters on 145 High 
Street were progressing.   
 
Cllr Trumble confirmed Clair Hall had been removed from the Places Leisure contract and its future 
was being reviewed.  It will be costly to refurbish, in excess of £1m, and there is a support campaign 
in place as well.  The new Haywards Heath College has good community and arts facilities.  He had 
also found the Tuesday water outage unacceptable and had spoken to businesses in the High Street 
that had had to close such as hairdressers, shops and restaurants.   
 
Cllr Dennis was due to meet with South East Water on Friday to raise the concerns of residents in 
Sayers Common regarding drainage and sewerage issues exacerbated by the Kingsland Laine 
development. Cllr Llewellyn confirmed the Parish Council had written to the MSDC Enforcement Team 
to support the concerns raised by residents over the dust and noise generated by the works on site.  
Cllr Sampson was concerned over the colour of the water coming from taps in Sayers Common, which 
looked milky.  Cllr Shorrocks reassured Members that usually means they are bubbles that will soon 
settle to leave clear water.  
 
Cllr Evans enquired about the protection of the gap between settlements and that all was done to 
prevent coalescence between Burgess Hill and Hurstpierpoint.  The Chairman pointed out that the 
District Local Plan had supported the refusal of developments that would have threatened the 
strategic gap.  Cllr Jackson said the Local Plan and the Neighbourhood Plan had been used and quoted 
to refuse some applications. 
 
The Chairman thanked Cllr Bennett for her very helpful report and thanked Cllrs Trumble and Jackson 
for their input and support. 

 
C20/21.46.3 Mid Sussex Association of Local Councils & West Sussex Association of Local Councils:  
Cllr Jackson reported that MSALC, Chaired by Bolney’s Chairman Tony Steer, had not met since before 
COVID-19.  The WSALC was progressing its review of the services provided by SALC.  The Chairman 
commented that the West Sussex parish councils were keen to be more involved and would be invited 
to vote on the outcome.   
 
C20/21.46.4 Sussex Association of Local Councils Chairs’ Networking Meeting:  The Chairman 
reported on a zoom meeting he had attended and he had provided notes with the agenda.  The 
discussions covered the provision for hybrid meetings in future where some members are present in 
person and some via electronic means.  The Parish Council does not have the technology to offer this 
type of meeting and may wish to budget for some equipment, as hybrid meetings are likely to be much 
more popular in future.  The second key issue was the matter of devolution and a White Paper is 
expected in October looking at Unitary status for Councils with approximately 600,000 residents per 
Unitary.  Some counties like Surrey are actively pursuing it.  The impact on parish councils is unknown 
but there may be greater responsibilities under the localism agenda, rather than less. 
 
Cllrs Dennis, Bennett and Trumble left the meeting.   
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C20/21.047 To receive the minutes and where appropriate, consider the recommendations of the 
following Committees, Working Group and Panel: The committee Chairs introduced each set of 
minutes, which the Council was asked to receive and adopt, and where appropriate, consider the 
recommendations:  
 
C20/21.047.1 Planning & Environment Committee (6 August 2020) No recommendations for Council. 
 
C20/21.047.2 Community Engagement Committee (13 August 2020) Recommendation on revised 
Action Plan to be presented to the 22 October 2020 Council meeting. 
 
C20/21.047.3 Finance & Governance Committee (20 August 2020) No recommendations for Council. 
 
C20/21.047.4 Hurst Meadows Advisory Group (27 August 2020) Cllr Hand was pleased to report the 
Advisory Group had met and was up and running again following lock-down and had a good list of 
projects underway.  Its recommendation for Council has been through Estates & Facilities 
Management Committee and will be discussed under Minute C20/21.047.6. 
 
C20/21.047.5 Planning & Environment Committee (3 September 2020) No recommendations for 
Council.  Cllr Lank reported the Committee had objected strongly to the Linden Homes application at 
Reeds Lane DM/20/2937 and had recommended that the Local Planning Authority refuses the 
application. 
 
C20/21.047.6 Estates & Facilities Management Committee (10 September 2020).  Cllr Brown 
highlighted the grass cutting and new path work that would be taking place over the next two weeks 
in Hurst Meadows.  Cllr Lowman asked if the Dog Control Orders being reviewed by MSDC could be 
bought forward.  Cllr Majsai confirmed our own dog poo fairy campaign was also starting soon.  Cllr 
Evans supported the proposal for a sign on the Green Circle indicating walkers and cyclists were 
entering the parish. He also had historic plans with the old field names on it which he will share with 
the office.  The Chairman hoped we could incorporate a sign as part of the path improvements works.   
 
The Committee had also agreed the following recommend to Council: 
 

Naming the Apple Varieties in the Orchard:   Members considered the recommendation from 
the Estates & Facilities Management Committee of 10 September 2020 regarding the 
suggestions for naming unknown apple varieties for the Hurst Meadows orchard, and it was: 
 
RESOLVED: That the Council AGREES the apples names as follows: 

i. Red Apple to be named Amanda Geel. 
ii. Green/Red Apple to be named Hurstpierpoint Pippin. 

iii. Green Apple to be named Newtimber Pippin. 
iv. Yellow Apple to be named Martin Sadler. 

 
C20/21.047.7 Finance & Governance Committee (17 September 2020) The recommendation 
regarding an extraordinary receipt is to be considered under Confidential Matters Minute Number 
C20/21.052 below. 
  
C20/21.047.8 Strategic Policy & Resources Panel (14 & 21 September 2020) Includes 
recommendations for Council on strategic planning matters as set out further under Minutes 
C20/21.048 and C20/21.049 below. 
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RESOLVED:  That the Council RECEIVES the minutes of the following Committees, Advisory 
Group and Panel: 

i. Planning & Environment Committee (6 August 2020) 
ii. Community Engagement Committee (13 August 2020)  

iii. Finance & Governance Committee (20 August 2020) 
iv. Hurst Meadows Advisory Group (27 August 2020) 
v. Planning & Environment Committee (3 September 2020) 

vi. Estates & Facilities Management Committee (10 September 2020) 
vii. Strategic Policy & Resources Panel (14 September 2020). 

viii. Finance & Governance Committee (17 September 2020) 
ix. Strategic Policy & Resources Panel (21 September 2020). 

 
C20/21.048 Site Allocations Development Plan Document Consultation: The Chairman introduced 
the Mid Sussex District Council consultation on the submission draft of the Site Allocations DPD.  The 
deadline for comments is midnight on 28 September 2020.  The Strategic Policy & Resources Panel had 
discussed the consultation at its meeting on 14 September 2020 and agreed to recommend that 
Council agrees to resubmit the original observations from November 2019 on SA30 (Land to north of 
Lyndon, Reeds Lane, Sayers Common) and to await further detail before commenting on SA9 (the 
Science and Technology Park north of the A2300) in the future.  Cllr Jackson referred to additional sites 
that were currently discounted, which may come in to play if the Lyndon site was not approved.  The 
Chairman and Cllr Hand confirmed that could not happen and any proposal for alternative sites would 
be subject to a repeated allocations process and full consultation.   Members considered the 
recommendation from the Panel and it was: 
 

RESOLVED: That the Council AGREES to re-submit the original objections to SA30 (Land to 
north of Lyndon, Reeds Lane, Sayers Common) to Mid Sussex District Council by 28 
September 2020.    

 
C20/21.049 Changes to the Current Planning System:  The Chairman introduced the Government‘s 
consultation on changes to the current planning system.  The deadline for responses is 23.45 on 1 
October 2020.  The Strategic Policy & Resources Panel had discussed the consultation at its meeting 
on 14 September and 21 September 2020.  The Panel wanted to know whether Mid Sussex District 
Council would be including the parish and town council’s in any consultation and how the Parish 
Council would wish to engage with MSDC if they are not.  The Clerk wrote to MSDC to enquire and was 
informed that the District Council would be responding and an officer was preparing a draft response 
but it would only be agreed on 30 September 2020.  This would be too late for the Parish Council to 
take MSDC’s comments into account. 
 
The Panel had considered the 35 questions outlined in the consultation and had attempted to respond 
to each question.  Having sight of the draft response from Hassocks Parish Council, Cllr Lowman 
recommended grouping the questions together under their four main headings and responding with 
generic comments rather than attempting to answer each question individually with yes/no answers. 
 
Members discussed each of the four areas and made the following observations: 
 

i. Q1-Q7 – Re: Changes to the Standard Methodology for Assessing Local Housing Need: There 
was concern over the proposed algorithm which both the local MP and WSCC had talked about 
publicly which did not help to “level-up” the house building in the north with the number in 
the south of the country and would lead to even greater pressure.  Locally, more and more 
homes were being squeezed in between the High Weald AONB and the South Downs National 
Park (i.e.in the Low Weald).  Concern was raised over the density of new homes being built 
and lack of garden/amenity space for young children. It was agreed to respond that we should 
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object to the proposed changes and stay with the current methodology as the new proposal 
would not benefit the parish. 
 

ii. Q8-Q16 – Re: Securing of First Homes through developer contributions in the short term until 
the transition to a new system: Cllr Lowman outlined the proposal to offer discounts for first 
homes.  Although affordable housing was supported there was concern that with no 
restrictions on selling on at a profit, any provision should be protected as future affordable 
housing.  An inflation only profit could be proposed or maybe rented affordable homes is a 
better solution.  The Parish Council doesn’t need to try and find the solution but we can stress 
the need for affordable housing and locking it in for the future, so people cannot profit from 
it.  It was noted that private rents can be more expensive that mortgages. 

 
iii. Q17-Q23 – Re: Supporting small and medium-sized builders by temporarily lifting the small 

sites threshold below which developers do not need to contribute to affordable housing: 
Members objected to the reduction of the number of affordable homes to be required to be 
built by developers.  Any development with over 12 homes should include at least 25% 
affordable housing.  Developers pay a price to the landowner commensurate with the value of 
the land, which will still be more valuable to the landowner than agricultural or garden use. 

 
iv. Q24-Q35 – Re: Extending the current Permission in Principle to major development:  

Members objected to the proposal that the permission in principle be extended to greenfield 
sites.  Members wished to see brownfield sites promoted over greenfield sites.  The Parish 
Council might support the permission in principle to be extended to brownfield sites.  Cllr 
Evans wanted to see the requirement of adverts to be published in newspapers (Q28).   

 
Following consideration of all the points raised in response to the Government’s consultation on the 
proposed changes to the current planning system it was: 

 
RESOLVED:  That the Council AGREES to submit a response to the Government on the 
proposed Changes to the Current Planning System by 23:45 on 1 October 2020. 

 
C20/21.050 Future of the Planning:  The Chairman introduced the Government’s consultation 
document on Planning for the Future and proposed it be considered at the 22 October 2020 Council 
meeting as the deadline for response wasn’t until 23:45 on 29 October 2020, and it was: 

 
RESOLVED:  That the Council AGREES to consider the Government’s consultation on 
Planning for the Future at it’s meeting on 22 October 2020. 

 
C20/21.051 The Council noted the following information items: 
 
C20/21.051.1 The Clerk outlined the requirements of the Public Sector Bodies (Websites and Mobile 
Applications) (No. 2) Accessibility Regulations 2018.  The regulations are designed to assist those with 
sight or hearing impairments or motor or learning disabilities, access information such as by sound, or 
larger print.  The Parish Council’s new website helped the Council meet many of the obligations and 
contained a statement on its accessibility of the new website.  Some actions were still necessary to 
meet the requirements but it was noted that although most agendas and minutes were attached as 
PDF’s these could be read aloud electronically.  Cllr Majsai was happy to receive any suggestions on 
specific issues. 
 
C20/21.051.2 The Chairman asked Council to note that at the last Finance & Government Committee, 

the Committee reviewed the effectiveness of the internal auditor Mulberry & Co and agreed to 
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appoint them for 2020/21, for both the Parish Council and Village Centre accounts and that both 

accounts were now being managed on the same accounting software, Rialtus Business Solutions (RBS). 

 
C20/21.051.3 The Chairman reminded Members that earlier in the year the Council had agreed a 
Coronavirus Cancellation Policy for hall hirers which suspended cancellation fees.  With a potential 
second wave of the virus some hires were concerned about losing money if they booked events now 
that had to be cancelled later in the year.  The Chairman confirmed that the Policy was still valid as it 
had no end date but proposed that the Policy be reconsidered by Finance & Government Committee 
and then Council on 22 October 2020 and an end date of 31/12/2020 be included for completeness. 
 
C20/21.051.4 The Chairman reminded Members that we were entering the annual budget setting 
process and a timetable will be agreed at the October Finance & Government Committee.  A thorough 
financial review of Quarter 2 (April to September) will also be undertaken. 
 

The council RESOLVED that in view of the confidential nature of the following item, the press and 
public be excluded under section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960. 

 
Confidential Matters:  

 
C20/21.052 Extraordinary Receipt: Members considered a confidential briefing note previously 
considered by the Finance & Governance Committee on 17 September 2020 concerning a receipt of 
an extraordinary grant of £10,000 from the Government.  The grant was open to all organisations 
paying non-domestic rates and receiving either Small Business or Rural Rate Relief. Previous schemes 
had been directed at businesses and excluded Town and Parish Councils.  Members considered the 
proposed allocation of the money to compensate areas of loss of income for the Parish Council and it 
was: 

RESOLVED: That the Council AGREES to allocate the £10,000 received to the budget codes 
proposed in the confidential briefing note. 

 

 
 
There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.31 pm.  
 
 
 
 
Chairman 


