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MINUTES of the Meeting of the FINANCE & GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE held at 7.30pm on Thursday 19 
November 2020 via Teams Video Conferencing. 
 
Members present: 

Malcolm Llewellyn (Chair) 
Julia Shorrocks (Vice-Chair) 
Allan Brown  
Stephen Hand 
 

Rodney Jackson 
Seth Jee 
John Lowman 
Duncan Ranger 
Claire Majsai 
 

Also present: Sarah Groom, Clerk to the Council & Andy Beams Locum Finance Officer 
 
F20/21.057 Apologies for absence: There were no apologies for absence. 
 
F20/21.058 Declarations of interest: With regards to minute F20/21.065 Annual Charges Review, Cllr Jackson 
declared a personal interest as a Trustee of the Scout Hut charity. 
 
F20/21.059 Minutes of the meeting of Finance & Governance Committee of 15 October 2020: The minutes 
were received and accepted and would be signed by the Chairman at the next available opportunity. 
 
F20/21.060 Adjournment for questions from the public: There being no members of the public present the 
Committee was not required to adjourn the meeting in accordance with Standing Orders.   
 
F20/21.061 Payments and receipts for month 8 (October 2020): The Committee noted the following: 

i. Payments of £29,062.39 (excl. VAT).  This included £8,590 on path improvements at Hurst Meadows. 
ii. Receipts of £20,658.01 (VAT not applicable). This included a large number of small payments for annual 

allotment tenancy fees, a charge to the Village Centre Charity for the management, bookings and 
maintenance fee paid to the Parish Council, and the first half year instalment from MSDC for the 
revenue support grant to Court Bushes. 

 
F20/21.062 Financial monitoring for month 8 (October 2020): The Committee considered the account records 
in accordance with the Financial Regulations of the Council, as follows:  

i. Members noted the Bank Reconciliations (where there has been activity).  The other cashbook 
balances have not changed.  These will be signed by the Vice-Chair. 

ii. Members noted the Balance Sheet. 
iii. Members noted the Detailed Income and Expenditure by Budget Heading.   Members reviewed each 

line of the budget. It was noted that the payments for the Hurst Life articles covered Nov, Dec and Jan. 
iv. Members noted the Summary Income and Expenditure by Budget Heading.  Due to the timely decisions 

made earlier in the year and the controlled expenditure, the accounts look healthy for the rest of the 
year and most importantly we can see clearly what the position is and track it accordingly.  It was 
agreed that the budgets had been well managed, and it was: 

 
RESOLVED: That the Committee AGREED the following for month 8 (October 2020): 

i. Bank Reconciliations.   
ii. Balance Sheet. 

iii. Detailed Income and Expenditure by Budget Heading.  
iv. Summary Income and Expenditure by Budget Heading. 

 
F20/21.063 Deposits and investments: The Committee noted the current funds held by the Council at month 
8 (October 2020) as follows.   
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Financial Institution Account Type    Amount 

Unity Trust Current account n/a £409,367.73 

Nationwide  95 Day Savings Account 95 days’ notice £54,107.44 

Nationwide  2 Year Fixed Term Bond 11/02/2021 £33,614.78 

Cambridge & Counties BS  3 Year Fixed Term Bond 10/05/2021 £51,716.82 

Cambridge & Counties BS  3 Year Fixed Term Bond 14/11/2021 £35,770.00 

 
The three new bank accounts are in the process of being created for additional S106 funds received in 
support of Hurst Meadows.  It was noted that an active decision would need to be made about the future 
of the Nationwide account that matured on 11 February 2021 and this would be added to the January 
Committee agenda.  A further £46,397.18 is held with the CCLA in shares month 8 (October), and it was: 
 

RESOLVED: That the Committee NOTED the current funds held by the Council at 31 October 2020. 
 

F20/21.064 Action Plan: Members considered a revised Action Plan (version 12) following the changes agreed 
at the Council meeting on 22 October 2020 (Minute C20/21.058.4), and it was: 
 

RESOLVED: That the Committee AGREED to recommend that Council ADOPTS the revised Action 
Plan (version 12). 
 

F20/21.065 Annual Charges Review 2021/2022: The Committee considered a briefing note to assist the 
Committee in reviewing the fees and charges for 2021/2022. The Chair thanked the staff team for all the 
background information that had contributed to an excellent report.  Each of the 14 recommendations in the 
report were considered and agreed, with some minor changes to the supporting text.  The definition of a 
parishioner and non-parishioner was clarified for the cemetery charges.  The allotment discount if a new 
tenancy is taken out after 1 April each year was agreed.  The merits of morning, afternoon and evening 
charging sessions was debated, versus the merits of charging by the hour.  It was agreed that the three daily 
sessions would remain for now, but that the opportunity would be taken during 2021/22 to review other 
options.  It was noted that the charges for the Village Centre will be put to a Trustees Meeting but were 
included for information, and it was: 
 

RESOLVED: That the Committee AGREED to recommend that Council ADOPTS the fees and 

charges proposed for 2021/2022. 

 
F20/21.066 Budget Setting 2021/2022: Members considered the budget setting for the Committee for 
2021/2022.  Each budget line was considered in detail.  A more detailed salaries spreadsheet supports the 
total figure provided.  It was agreed an additional figure of £6,000 be included for support staff for next year.  
It was agreed a further £5,000 is included for equipment for hybrid meetings and a further £2,000 to upgrade 
the IT in the office, and it was: 
 

RESOLVED: That the Committee AGREED the budget for 2021/2022 with the following amendments: 
i. an additional figure of £6,000 be included for support staff; 

ii. a further £5,000 is included for equipment for hybrid meetings; and 
iii. a further £2,000 is included to upgrade the IT in the office. 

 
F20/21.067 West Sussex Pension:  Amendment to the Funding Strategy Statement: Members considered, 
the changes to the Funding Strategy Statement.  The Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government 
has published new Regulations on employer flexibilities which came into force from 23 September 2020. This 
follows their consultation in May 2019 on changes to the local valuation cycle and management of employer 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2020/893/made
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/local-government-pension-scheme-changes-to-the-local-valuation-cycle-and-management-of-employer-risk
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risk.  As this is a substantial change to the Funding Strategy Statement West Sussex Pensions are consulting 
the Parish Council as an employer in the Fund. The deadline for comments is 7 December 2020; it was: 
  

RESOLVED: That the Committee NOTED the changes to the Funding Strategy Statement and had no 
specific comments to feedback. 

 
F20/21.068 West Sussex Pension: Amendments to Exit Caps: The Committee noted the way in which the 
Government is making changes to the way in which pension exit payments are dealt with under the Local 
Government Pensions Scheme, when an individual is subject to redundancy or business efficiency (where the 
employee is a member of the Local Government Pension Scheme and aged 55 or over). The Parish Council 
must note its responsibilities under the regulations in force from 4 November 2020 although this does not 
apply to the current establishment, and it was: 
  

RESOLVED: That the Committee NOTED its responsibilities under the LGPS Amendments to Exit Caps 
regulations in force from 4 November 2020.    

 
F20/21.069 Approval of Direct Debit Payment for Information Commissioners Office Fee: The Committee 
considered the payment option of direct debit for the annual ICO fee which secures a £5 discount on the £40 
annual fee due; it was: 
 

RESOLVED: That the Committee AGREED the use of a Direct Debit Payment for the annual fee to the 
Information Commissioners Office and that the Clerk should sign and return the Direct Debit form. 
 

 
The Committee is asked to note any information items, correspondence received or requests: There were 
no additional items. 
 
 
 
There being no other business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.19pm. 

 
Chairman 

 
 


