
Hurstpierpoint and Sayers Common Parish Council 
 
Grant Application for Monday Group funding 
 
The Monday Group 
 
The Monday group is an organisation of volunteers who build and 
maintain stiles and other wooden structures on public rights of 
way, as well as working to keep them clear of obstructions and 
overgrowth. Founded in 1961 by Harold Rowling, we work broadly 
in the area north of the Downs from Albourne to Ringmer, 
responding to requests from members of the public, landowners 
and local authorities to help provide and maintain easier access 
to our beautiful countryside. 
 
The stiles we install are made in Sussex green oak, and so very 
durable. They are easier to climb over and make the footpaths 
more accessible, even more so if we are able to provide a dog-
gate. They cost between £150-£200 each in materials. The 
labour, transport and installation is, of course, free. 
 
We are entirely dependant on the funds we raise for the work we 
do, and from donations. We have very few regular donors, so 
continued fund raising is essential to make sure that the benefits 
we provide can be maintained. 
 
Our work in Hurstpierpoint and Sayers Common 
 
Your parish is at the heart of our area of activity. Over the period 
2017-19, Hurstpierpoint was our third busiest parish (behind only 
Ditchling and Hassocks, your close neighbours, which also 
benefits your parish). This year has been difficult, with work 
halted for covid lockdowns on 2 occasions. We have nevertheless 
undertaken extensive survey work in the parish (an activity 
consistent with lockdown), and in the period 1/1/20 – 3/11/20 
we have carried out 15 jobs, including 6 clearance jobs, 8 stile 
repairs, and waymark repairs. Some work has resumed post-
lockdown, but at the time of submission our capacity is still 
inhibited by covid restrictions. As soon as covid restrictions 
permit we will fully resume our activities in the parish.  
 



In fact, at the time of drafting this submission, we have just 
installed a new stile in the parish on the Danny estate. I am 
attaching ‘before’ and after’ photos to illustrate this work. 
 
 

                  
 
 
Hurstpierpoint and Sayers Common PC grant application 
 
Our grant application is for a contribution towards our continued 
activities, based on the track record of our work in your area. 
The grant applied for, £500, would fund between 2 and 3 stiles, 
or of the order of 10 stile repairs.  
 
Earlier in the year we provided your council with a copy of our 
annual report for 2019, by way of feedback on our work in the 
parish. This also contains our most recent statement of accounts 
(for 2019). A further copy is provided with this application for 
your convenience. We will be happy to furnish you with a copy of 
the 2020 annual report when it becomes available in the new 
year, by way of further and more current feedback, to reassure 
you that the funding is justified in terms of benefit to your 
parish. Furthermore, our work more generally is highly likely to 
benefit the many residents of your parish who walk beyond the 
parish boundaries in the surrounding countryside. 
 
Jim Redwood 
Monday Group 
December 2020 
 


