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Mid Sussex Association of Local Councils 

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 4th March 2021 

By Zoom meeting at 7.30pm 

 

Chairman: Tony Steer     Clerk:  Debbie Thomas  
E-mail:  wolstonbury@btinternet.com   E-mail:   clerk@bolney.com  
Tel:  07711224741     Tel:   01444 230711  
 
Attendees: 

Cllr Tony Steer (TS)  Chairman (Bolney) 
Trevor Leggo (TL)  CEO (SSALC) 
 
Albourne  Cllr Graham Stafford (GS), Ian McLean (Clerk) 
Balcombe  Cllr Jon Millbanks (JM), Cllr Malcolm Kenward (MK) 
Cuckfield  Cllr Adrian Podmore (AP) 
East Grinstead  Cllr Julie Mockford (JM), Rex Whittaker (RW) 
Fulking   Cllr Mark Hind (MH) 
Hassocks   Cllr Ian Weir (IW), Cllr Kristian Berggreen (KB) 
Haywards Heath Cllr Matt Jeffers (MJ), Steve Trice (Clerk) 
Hurstpierpoint  Cllr Rodney Jackson (RJ), Cllr Allan Brown (AB) 
Lindfield   Cllr William Blunden (WB), Cllr Val Upton (VU) 
Lindfield Rural  Cllr Trevor Webster (TW) 
Slaugham  Sally McClean (Clerk) 
Turners Hill  Cllr Bruce Forbes (BF), Cllr Ian Gibson (IG) 
West Hoathly   Cllr Douglas Denham St Pinnock (DD), Cllr Claire Hilton (CH) 
Worth   Cllr Ian Gibson (IG), Cllr John Hitchcock 

 
1. Apologies Received. 

Twineham Parish Council and Newtimber Parish Meeting. 

2. Minutes of the previous meeting and matters arising.  

The Minutes of the previous meeting were agreed.  

Trevor Leggo (TL) spoke about the ad-hoc Steering Group comprising Cllrs Martin Beaton, Douglas Denham 
and Tony Steer with support from clerks Steve Trice, Peter Herbert and Debbie Thomas.  The group met 
with the chair and vice chair from the WSALC board for an informal discussion.  The WSALC AGM contained 
3 special resolutions and an ordinary resolution that were drafted by the group.  There was overwhelming 
support for the resolutions.  

At the WSALC Board meeting on 2nd March, 2 new Board members from Chichester were welcomed and 
the outcomes of the AGM were considered.  It was agreed to write to HALC to advise that their offer would 
not be accepted.  An offer was also received from Mulberry and Co with a proposal to deliver a 
continuation service from 1st April.  This will be put to the chairmen’s meeting on 9th March to explain what 
the service will look like, the objective being to maintain support in the same way as at present. Trevor will 
be employed for 2 days a week.   The cost of the proposal is £14,000 a year less than the Hampshire offer.   

IW asked how the same level of service can be provided at a lower cost.  TL confirmed that they don’t have 
the overhead of the office any more.  

RJ advised that Terry Oliver excused himself from the Board meeting on 2nd March as he is not going to re-
join the board.  Tony Nicklen was appointed interim Chair.  

GS asked if Mulberry and Co is a company or an association.  TL advised they are a firm of accountants who 
specialise in audits for our sector across the South East. Mark Mulberry has worked with SSALC for 16 years 
and has put together a service company that will employ staff from SSALC.  The new WSALC board will 
decide how to go forward regarding company structure. 
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TL advised that Joanna Cadman was employed by the WSALC board.   RJ confirmed his understanding she 
was employed until 31st March.  

DD asked about the benefits of having a company structure.  TL confirmed one is the VAT advantage of not 
paying 20% on goods and services, the other is to give protection to Directors. 

 

3. Nominations for 2020/21 
a) Chairman: Tony Steer was happy to remain as Chairman.  DD Proposed, WB Seconded.  All agreed.  
b) Vice-Chair: Jon Millbanks proposed by TS, seconded by DD. All agreed.  
c) Secretary: Vacancy was held over until the next meeting.  
d) 2 Representatives attending West Sussex Association of Local Council:   

Douglas Denham St Pinnock was nominated by TS and seconded by MJ.  John Millbanks was 
nominated by DD and seconded by TS.  All agreed.  DD recorded thanks to Rodney Jackson for his 
contribution as he has been both chair of MSALC and chair of WSALC and given a great deal of his 
time and knowledge. 

e) 1 Representative attending the Mid Sussex Partnership Board:  In the absence of any other 
volunteers, TS agreed to be the representative.  

f) 1 Representative attending the MSDC Communications Group Meetings:  In the absence of any 
other volunteers, TS agreed to be the representative.   
 

4. Discuss and agree the need to receive written support from the minimum of Parish Council 
representatives required to summon a Special General Meeting to amend the MSALC Constitution. 

DD advised that part of the work done by the Steering Group was to find out how the ALC’s work.  The 
MSALC constitution is dated April 2018, Chichester didn’t seem to have one, and the Arun one was very old.  
The purpose of amending the MSALC Constitution is to enable all parish councils within Mid Sussex to 
belong even if they decide not to belong to WSALC.  It offers more flexibility.   
 
TL advised that not all Counties have District associations and there is nothing in the NALC Constitution that 
would prevent you from being in MSALC if you don’t belong to WSALC. It is a good forum to meet and can 
be used as a way of re-establishing trust with the board. 
  
It was agreed by all members present to summon a Special General Meeting to amend the MSALC 
Constitution.  This will be the date of the next meeting, prior to which a draft will be circulated to all Mid 
Sussex Councils.  
 
Ian Gibson advised he still has the cheque book and new signatories need to be added to the bank account.  
Douglas Denham proposed that Tony Steer and Jon Millbanks be added to the signatory list which was 
agreed.  
Claire Hilton asked to be removed as a signatory.  
 
It was also confirmed that the £10 subscription will need to be requested at some point this year. 
 
Douglas Denham would like the Mid Sussex parish councils to start to reconsider their notice to leave 
WSALC as it has now withdrawn its deal with Hampshire and is looking to re-establish similar support to 
that currently provided. TL advised that all bar one council that have formally given notice have said their 
notice would be rescinded if the HALC agreement didn’t go ahead.  Slaugham have just given notice to 
withdraw and DD, JM and TS all offered to attend a meeting to re-assure Slaugham councillors if they 
decide to reconsider this decision.  
 
5. Date for next meeting.  

Thursday 8th April 2021 at 7.30pm.  

The meeting closed 8.40pm.  

 


