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GRANT APPLICATION 
Please note that this application should be accompanied by a copy of the financial details of the requesting 

organisation. Where relevant we will need to see account details showing income, expenditure and the level of 

balances. If annual accounts are not available, copies of the bank statements or receipts for expenditure should 

be enclosed. 
 

1. Name of Organisation Downlands Community School 

 

2. Name, Address and Status of Contact Downlands Community School 

Dale Avenue 

Hassocks, BN6 8LP 

Gail Wickens – PA to SLT/Marketing & Community 

Graham Odlin – Asst. Headteacher & Designated 

Safeguarding Lead 

3. Telephone number of contact Email 

Address 
01273 845892 x 208 GW  /  x 222 GO 

gwickens@downlands.org 

godlin@downlands.org 

4. Is the Organisation a Registered 

Charity? If yes, then please provide 

charity number 

The school is not a registered charity but our PTA, the 

Downlands School Association is a registered charity. 

5. Amount of Grant Requested The total we need to raise is £10,000 this will provide 

enough for us to have our school counsellor in school for 

a second day every week.  Any amount that you are able 

to grant us towards this would be gratefully received. 

6. For what Purpose or project is the grant 

requested? 
To fund our school counsellor to be in school for two days 

a week. They are currently with us for one day. We have 

had a significant increase in need for our counsellor since 

the first lockdown and after the second one, it has 

increased again. We have many students that need 

emotional support.  We are currently supporting as many 

students as we can but have an ever increasing waiting 

list and want to do more to help our students. 

7. What will be the total cost of the project? £10,000 

 

8. If the total cost of the project is more 

than the grant, how will the residue be 

financed? 

We are applying to the Lavant House School Educational 

Trust. Once we know if we have been successful for 

either application we will then Crowdfund for the 

remaining amount. 
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9. Have you applied for a grant for the 

same project to another organisation? If 

so, which organisation and how much? 

 

 

Lavant House School Educational Trust – we don’t know 

how if they will approve us and if they do they haven’t 

indicated how much they would be able to provide. 

10. Who will benefit from the project? 

 

 

 

All our pupils but in particular those with social emotional 

and mental health problems. By default if those students 

are being looked after better the class environment will 

improve for those around them. 

11. Approximately how many of those who 

will benefit are parishioners? 

 

 

We are unsure of exact numbers here, but our school is 

the catchment secondary school for Hassocks, 

Hurstpierpoint, Sayers Common and the surrounding 

areas.  We can try to obtain this information if it is vital to 

the application, but we think it is safe to say that the 

majority of students that will benefit from the counselling 

will be from local parishes. 

12. Have financial details been enclosed 

with the grant application? 
 

13. Please list any other supporting 

documents that have been included. 

 

 

Please see text on page below. 

 

You may use a separate sheet of paper to submit any other information which you feel will support this 

application. 

Signed……………Gail Wickens………………………………………….Date……15 March 2021……………………… 

Please return this completed form, together with all relevant accompanying information to: 

Clerk to the Council 

Hurstpierpoint & Sayers Common Parish Council 

Trinity Road, Hurstpierpoint 

West Sussex, BN6 9UY 
 

DATA PROTECTION 

We take the protection of your personal data seriously. If you contact or communicate with us we may hold your contact and 

other details. We will only use this information for the purposes of carrying out our Council business with you. We will not pass 

your details to any other person or organisation without your express permission. We are registered with the ICO (Information 

Commissioners Office). For details of our full privacy notices please go to our website. 
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Currently, our counsellor visits Downlands once a week and sees a number of children 

throughout the school.  These children receive 6 sessions each before their needs are 

reviewed and either a further 6 weeks is commenced, or our staff take over the support for 

this child.  We have a waiting list of children awaiting initial assessment before they can 

then receive their 6 sessions. After returning to school in September 2020 we have seen a 

rise in self-harming and other emotional issues that has made it clear that we need to do 

more to help.  

 

We would like our counsellor to be able to be in school for two days a week.  We are looking 

to raise £10,000 to make this possible.  Having this support in school for an extra day will 

mean that we can double the amount of children that we support, make a start in reducing 

the waiting list and most importantly make a difference to the lives of these young people.   

The students that receive the counselling are not necessarily already on the SEN register.  

This support is offered to all throughout the school.  The hard part is having enough support 

for those that need it.  

 We are working on a number of different fundraising initiatives to help meet this target.    

 As you will know, our PTA, called the Downlands School Association (DSA) have been very 

active recently, organising many virtual events.  They are a huge provider of funds for the 

school, usually holding Summer & Christmas Fairs, offering refreshments at school events 

plus supporting a variety of initiatives to raise funds for our school.    

 In the past year, as with many charities, it has been impossible to hold events so the money 

raised for 2020 is significantly lower.  The DSA have put together a plan for a number of 

virtual events, such as a Whole School Quiz (raising over £500), we had a virtual Christmas 

Prize Draw that has already raised over £5000 through ticket sales. Some of this money can 

be diverted towards the £10,000 needed for the counsellor, however we have other 

projects that we need funding for, such as providing canopy's to cover some of our outside 

social spaces to make them all weather spaces.  As you will understand, due to C-19, we 

have to be fully ventilated, providing some cover outside will mean that students can be 

outside even if the weather is bad.  

As you can see, we are a resourceful school who pride ourselves in putting our students’ 

welfare before anything else.  We are immensely proud of our students and want to give 

them the support they need and deserve.  

 


