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Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on Thursday 25 March 2021 at 7.30 pm via ‘Microsoft 
Teams’ Video Conferencing. 
 
Members Present: 

Cllr Malcolm Llewellyn (Chairman) 
Cllr Allan Brown (Vice-Chairman) 
Cllr Michael Avery 
Cllr Rodney Jackson 
Cllr Seth Jee 
Cllr Tony Lank  

 
 

Cllr John Lowman  
Cllr Martin Machan 
Cllr Claire Majsai 
Cllr Duncan Ranger 
Cllr Julia Shorrocks 
Cllr Bob Sampson 

 

Also Present:   Cllr Alison Bennett & Cllr Colin Trumble (MSDC), Cllr Joy Dennis (WSCC), Sarah Groom 
(Clerk to the Council) and Andy Beams (Locum Finance Officer). 
 
C20/21.112 To receive and record apologies for absence.  Apologies for absence were received and 
accepted from Cllr David Evans, and Cllr Peter Griffiths for medical reasons, and it was:  

 

RESOLVED:  That the Council ACCEPTS the apologies for absence from Cllr David Evans and 

Cllr Peter Griffiths. 

 
C20/21.113 To receive and record declarations of interest.  There were no declarations of interest. 
 
C20/21.114 To receive and accept the minutes of the previous meeting of the Council: Members 
received the minutes of the meeting held on 25 February 2021, and it was:   

 
RESOLVED:  That the Council AGREES the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 25 
February 2021.  

 
C20/21.115 To consider whether to adjourn the Meeting in accordance with Standing Orders to 
receive questions from members of the public in attendance: There were no members of the public 
in attendance.   
 
C20/21.116 To receive verbal reports from Representatives of other Authorities: The following 
reports were received:   
 
C20/21.116.1 West Sussex County Council County (WSCC): Cllr Dennis had previously provided a full 
report, sent to all Members for their information.  The Chairman raised the issue of conflicts of interest 
in New Way Lane due to the number of vehicles, cyclists, runners, walkers and horse riders.  
Wolstonbury Farm are also applying for an alcohol license for their vineyard but have no parking 
provision for visitors.  Cllr Trumble is looking into the licencing application.  The verge, hedges and wild 
flowers are all being adversely affected.  Cllr Avery asked Cllr Dennis to look at some white lines for 
parking restrictions being converted to yellow lines.  Cllr Dennis confirmed Sussex Police had been 
stopping speeding drivers on Wickham Hill at the weekend.  Cllr Majsai repeated her concern for the 
walkers in the road on Chalkers Lane.  Cllr Lank confirmed the matter will be on the agenda of the next 
Highways and Cycleways Joint Council Working Group meeting. 
 
In response to question from Cllrs Jee, Majsai and Shorrocks, Cllr Dennis noted the concern some 
parents have had over secondary school places for their children and she has made some personal 
appeals on behalf of parents.  There will be a new secondary school as part of the Burgess Hill northern 
arc development, ready for 2024/25 admissions. In the meantime the provision of “bulge” classes are 



 

 HURSTPIERPOINT           SAYERS COMMON 
                       PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Page 2 of 4 

 

   & 
intended to cater for temporary increases in year group numbers.  The early years support intervention 
service is also being redesigned.   
 
C20/21.116.2 Mid Sussex District Council (MSDC):  Cllr Alison Bennett had met with the parents who 
were investigating the support for a BMX type “pump track”.  Cllr Trumble had organised and attended 
the tree planting proposal to commemorate HM Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in June 2022.  Cllr Trumble 
reported that the reserve planning matters for Bramble Park would soon be coming forward and he 
will follow up on the Bramble Park traffic survey detail again.  The District Council had received a 
£300,000 national leisure industry recovery grant for its three leisure centres.  There was £10m left in 
the MSDC business support grants to be claimed before 31 March 2021 which had been widely 
promoted.  Cllr Trumble would be chairing his last meeting of the District Council next week. 
 
The Chairman thanked Cllr Dennis, Cllr Bennett and Cllr Trumble for their updates and they left the 
meeting at 8.08pm. 
 
C20/21.116.3 Mid Sussex Association of Local Councils & West Sussex Association of Local Councils:  
The Chairman explained that new arrangements were in place for 1 April 2021. Much of the WSALC 
Board had changed and the new focus is on communication and listening to the Town and Parish 
Council membership.  From 1 April Trevor Leggo will be the County Officer with additional back office 
services to be provided by Mulberry & Co.  This provides a continuity of service from key members of 
personnel. Membership fees paid to WSALC for NALC and WSALC services are being reduced by 10% 
in 21/22. 
 
C20/21.117 To receive the minutes and where appropriate, consider the recommendations of the 
following Committees: The Committee Chairs introduced the following sets of minutes:  
 

C20/21.117.1 Planning & Environment Committee (4 March 2021) Cllr Machan confirmed there 
were no recommendations and no further update required. 
 
C20/21.117.2 Finance & Governance Committee (18 March 2021) The Chairman confirmed that 
there were four recommendations for Council to consider.  The Finance & Governance Committee 
papers, previously circulated to all Members, were referred to as follows: 

 
A. F20/21.118 Review of the Coronavirus Cancellation Policy: The Committee had 

reviewed the Coronavirus Cancellation policy and AGREED to recommend to 
Council, the extension of the Coronavirus Cancellation Policy to 30 June 2021 and 
that the Committee review the Policy again at its June 2021 meeting. 
RESOLVED: That Council AGREED to the extension of the Coronavirus Cancellation 
Policy to 30 June 2021. 

 
B. F20/21.119 Reserves Policy: The Committee had considered a financial Reserves 

Policy and AGREED to recommend to Council, the approval and adoption of the 
Reserves Policy and specifically that the Council: 
(i) aims to maintain the general reserve at a minimum of 3 months net revenue 

expenditure and review this level at least annually as part of the budget 
setting process; and 

(ii) aims to maintain a level of earmarked reserves appropriate to the level of 
future planned expenditure projects and review these at least annually as 
part of the budget setting process. 

RESOLVED: That Council APPROVED AND ADOPTED the Reserves Policy and 
specifically that the Council: 
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(i) aims to maintain the general reserve at a minimum of 3 months net 

revenue expenditure and review this level at least annually as part of the 
budget setting process; and 

(ii) aims to maintain a level of earmarked reserves appropriate to the level of 
future planned expenditure projects and review these at least annually as 
part of the budget setting process. 

 
C. F20/21.120 IT Audit: The Committee had considered a briefing note regarding the 

IT Audit and due to the risks to our IT security and in order to expedite the project, 
the Committee had AGREED to recommend to Council: 
(i) That Joel Baker Computers be appointed to deliver the solutions set out in 

the February 2021 IT Audit report at a cost of £8,228.76 for hardware costs 
and five days of his time to install and set up the new infrastructure and 
Office 365 (at a cost of £50 per hour) estimated at £2,250; 

(ii) to suspend Financial Regulations 11.1(h) (Contracts) to allow for the prompt 
completion of the improvements to the IT infrastructure; and 

(iii) to create an £11,000 Ear Marked Reserve from the 2020/2021 year-end 
underspend on the General Admin (101) Cost Centre to fund the works. 

RESOLVED: That Council AGREED: 
(i)  that Joel Baker Computers be appointed to deliver the solutions set out in 

the February 2021 IT Audit report at a cost of £8,228.76 for hardware costs 
and five days of his time to install and set up the new infrastructure and 
Office 365 (at a cost of £50 per hour) estimated at £2,250; 

(ii) to suspend Financial Regulations 11.1(h) (Contracts) FOR THIS PURCHASE 
ONLY, to allow for the prompt completion of the improvements to the IT 
infrastructure; and 

(iii) to create an £11,000 Ear Marked Reserve from the 2020/2021 year-end 
underspend on the General Admin (101) Cost Centre to fund the works. 

 
D. F20/21.122 Court Bushes Community Hub Outside Decking: The Committee had 

considered appointing VG Builders to complete the external decking at Court 
Bushes Community Hub, at a revised cost of £11,358 and AGREED to recommend 
it to Council for approval, and it was: 
RESOLVED: That Council AGREED to appoint VG Builders to complete the external 
decking at Court Bushes Community Hub, at a revised cost of £11,358 funded 
from the successful bid to Mid Sussex District Council for Section 106 funding of 
(£10,998) towards completing the work and £360 from the Court Bushes Project 
budget 211-5720. A claim for the full amount will be made to MSDC with an 
explanation of the increased costs. 

 
Following the review of the Committee minutes, Members:  

 
RESOLVED:  That the Council RECEIVED the minutes of the following Committees: 

i. Planning & Environment Committee (4 March 2021) 
ii. Finance & Governance Committee (18 March 2021). 

 
C20/21.118 Member Co-option Policy:  Members considered the process to be followed when co-
opting a councillor and the application form to be used, as set out in the Member Co-Option Policy.  It 
was noted that is not like a job interview and Members do not interview the candidates.  Candidates 
should be informed that it is like a normal election when voters go to the polls based on the public 
statement they have made as to what they will bring to the role.  All Members of the Council will vote 
in public at the Council meeting on their preferred candidate (or on none).  This approach is set out in 
law and not open to variations, and it was: 
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RESOLVED:  That the Council AGREES to the process to be followed when co-opting a 
councillor and the application form to be used will explain the vacancy applies to the 
Hurstpierpoint ward.  The co-option will be undertaken at the April 2021 Council meeting. 

 
C20/21.119 Commemorating Coronavirus Deaths:  Members considered a briefing note and proposal 
from Freeman Brothers Funeral Directors to instal a commemorative plaque and plant daffodils on the 
Village Garden to mark what will become a national annual day of remembrance on 23 March each 
year.  Cllrs Shorrocks, Lowman and Sampson were concerned about the location and potential 
advertising opportunity.  The War Memorial/Village Green was considered a more suitable location, 
and it was: 
 

RESOLVED:  That the Council AGREES to work with Freeman Brothers Funeral Directors to 
agree the location and wording on the plaque to commemorate coronavirus deaths. 

 
C20/21.120 No Mow May, Every Flower Counts and Road Verge Project:  Members considered the 
proposal to support and participate in Plantlife’s ‘No Mow May and Every Flower Counts’ project and 
a road verge project with Hurst Rethink and WSCC.  The Chairman explained two changes to the No 
Mow May maps at Court Bushes and South Avenue Recreation Ground.  Cllr Jee suggested a different 
location to Furzeland Way as shown on the road verges map, as residents keep that verge neatly 
mowed themselves.  Cllr Majsai agreed to feed back the changes to the organisers, and it was: 
 

RESOLVED:  That the Council AGREES to support and participate in Plantlife’s ‘No Mow May 
and Every Flower Counts’ project and the road verge project with Hurst Rethink and WSCC. 

 
C20/21.121 Information Items, Correspondence Received and Requests:  Members noted: 
 
C20/21.121.1 HM Queen’s Platinum Jubilee:  Cllr Lowman reported back on the meeting he attended 
to discuss the tree planting proposal to commemorate HM Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in June 2022.  The 
next few months were critical to ensure it could go ahead in time and all biodiversity issues must be 
overcome.  Another meeting is being held in 2 week’s time. 
 
 
 
There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.20 pm.  
 
 
 

Chairman 


