
 

 HURSTPIERPOINT           SAYERS COMMON 
                       PARISH COUNCIL 

 

 

   & 
7.5 Email received regarding costs for Christmas Lights attached to streetlamps from Merlin Lighting   

 

13th January 2021 

Good Morning Lorna, 

  

Thank you for your email on Friday, regarding Christmas lighting in Sayers Common. 

  

Assuming the lamp columns have not been used for Christmas lighting displays previously, (from the visuals 

I can see on street view it appears they haven't) we will need to start with the infrastructure itself, 

which is unfortunately quite expensive. To better understand the process I have listed it below in stages 

with the associated costs per column, which may be useful when budgeting. 

  

1. Once you have chosen the columns you would like to use for the festive display, we would need to get 

them structurally tested. This involves a specialist company coming into the test each column for strength 

and corrosion, 

    the test results are given to a structural engineer who will make the calculations and confirm that the 

columns are suitable for an attachment. 

  

    This costs approx £50.00 per column and something we can arrange. Going forward, columns need to be 

structurally tested every 2-3 years. Without this certification SSE will not allow attachments to the columns, 

however in 

    cases where the columns fail, a wrap type decoration can be used. 

  

2. Once structural testing is completed, the next stage is to install electrical infrastructure into each column 

to power the decoration. This consists of a time clock, cut out device, separate fuse and a 16a external 

socket on the 

      column. A guide price for this is approx £300.00 per column. We can carry out this work. 

  

Once the two steps above have been carried out, the annual costs are of course lower as the electrics will 

last for several years and the structural certification is usually for 3 years. 

  

3. Decorations / Motifs. For the size of the columns we would recommend a 2m motif, this would be a total 

dimension of 2.00m x 0.80m with a weight of approx 7kgs depending on the design. 

    There is 100s of motif designs to choose from and price wise they are very closely matched. As a guide I 

would allow an outright purchase price of £450.00 per motif, or they can be hired over 

    a period of either 3 or 5 years. There is also the cheaper option of refurbished and ex hire units, which 

are around the £200.00 per unit price. 

  

4. Installation - As a per unit guide we charge £105.00 per column, this includes, installation, in season 

maintenance, removal and transport/storage. 

  

Should the Council decide to go ahead we can package everything together and spread the cost into an 

equal annual amount over 3 or 5 years, this can include the up front costs of the column 

preparation works. 

  

I hope the above is useful and if you need any further information, please do not hesitate to contact me 

again. 

  

Best Regards 

James. 
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