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Briefing Note 

Reeds Lane Play Area 
 

For Estates & Facilities Management Committee on 8 July 2021 – Item XX 
 
Introduction 
 
This briefing note gives an update on the project to provide additional play equipment at Reeds Lane 
Recreation Ground.  The southern half of the site is to the south of Reeds Lane itself and currently has 
two enclosed areas, bound by post and rails fences, with wire mesh to keep dogs out.  One area 
contains a play area, and the second area is currently empty.  There is also a four-piece outdoor gym.   
 
Drainage is also a major issue for the southern site which regularly floods in the area to the northeast 
and northwest. 
 
Background 
 
A series of important decisions have already been made to agree the list of new play equipment to 
be installed at Reeds Lane Rec. 
 
These included minutes from the following meetings: 
 

• Reeds Lane Play Area Working Group On 8/11/18 the Working Group looked at consultation 
results and on 15/1/19 it looked at available funding.  On 25/6/19 three designs were 
evaluated and the Sovereign design and costings were submitted to the Finance & 
Governance Committee, then Council for approval, including underwriting the full cost.  
 

• Community Engagement Committee On 30/5/19 & 5/9/19 the Committee noted progress. 
On 6/2/20 the Committee noted the opportunity to resolve the drainage issues prior to the 
installation of the new play area. 
 

• Finance & Governance Committee On 8/8/19 the Committee agreed to bridge the £8,201 
funding gap, to be met by securing future S106 money.  On 10/10/19 the Committee agreed 
the final £19,857 Sovereign Play Area Scheme. 

 

• Estates & Facilities Management Committee At its 5/3/20 meeting, the Committee agreed 
the following: 

 
The MSDC Drainage Engineer has been sent the plans of the play equipment and the layout 
of the recreation ground, to advise on possible drainage schemes. It is thought that the 
initial steps would be to obtain a quotation to clear the series of failed ditches that run 
across the northern and southern boundaries of the recreation ground. The next step after 
this would be to agree what surface should be used for the play equipment e.g. will it remain 
grassed or replaced with a bound rubberised bark material, similar to South Avenue 
playground. Depending on what final surface material is to be used, this will determine what 
drainage solution is required. Proposals will be obtained and prepared to submit to MSDC 
once s106 funds are available from Kingsland Laines. Cllr Majsai requested that a piece of 
specialist disabled use play equipment be included in the design.  
 

Project Proposal 
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Due to the complexities of this project, it is proposed to take a phased approach to improving the site 
by starting with the following two steps: 
 

• Drainage Consultants/Contractors 
A company has been instructed to clear the existing drainage ditches that run along the northern 
and southern boundaries of the whole site to be funded from the existing budget, at a cost of 
£1,950 plus VAT on 2nd August 2021.  A nesting survey will be conducted ahead of all works to 
ensure that no species will be affected by these works. The effectiveness of this work on the 
overall ground conditions will be monitored to note whether there are any improvements.  If there 
is no improvement, further measures will be considered.  

 

• Play Equipment 
The project will add additional items of play equipment to the empty area comprising of a 
replacement trim trail for children and a basket swing which is inclusive for all children. An 
improved path will lead to the gates for the two areas to increase the ground levels to reduce 
pooling water. The new area will also require two perch benches and a bin. 

 
Recommendation 
 
Due to the value of the works being under the Committee’s £3,000 approval limit required, the 
Committee Chair and the Clerk have already agreed to award the works to Grasstex. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Committee NOTES that Grasstex has been appointed 
to complete the Ditch Clearance at Reeds Lane Recreation Grounds in August 2021 at 
a cost of £1,950 plus VAT. 


