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Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on Thursday 22 July 2021 at 7.30 pm at Court Bushes 
Community Hub. 
 
Members Present: 

Cllr Malcolm Llewellyn (Chairman) 
Cllr Allan Brown (Vice-Chairman) 
Cllr Michael Avery 
Cllr Helen Bedford 
Cllr David Evans 
Cllr Rodney Jackson 
Cllr Seth Jee 

 

Cllr Tony Lank 
Cllr John Lowman  
Cllr Martin Machan 
Cllr Claire Majsai  
Cllr Duncan Ranger  
Cllr Bob Sampson 
Cllr Julia Shorrocks 

 
Also Present:   Cllr Alison Bennett & Cllr Colin Trumble (MSDC), and Sarah Groom (Clerk to the Council). 
 
C21/22.039 To receive and record apologies for absence.  There were no apologies for absence from 
Members of the Parish Council.   Cllr Joy Dennis (WSCC) sent her apologies. 
 
C21/22.040 To receive and record declarations of interest.  There were no declarations of interest. 
 
C21/22.041 To receive and accept the minutes of the previous meeting of the Council: Members 
received the minutes of the meeting held on 24 June 2021, and it was:   

 
RESOLVED:  That the Council AGREES the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 24 
June 2021.  

 
C21/22.042 To consider whether to adjourn the Meeting in accordance with Standing Orders to 
receive questions from members of the public in attendance: There were no members of the public 
in attendance.   
 
C21/22.043 To receive verbal reports from Representatives of other Authorities: The following 
reports were received:   
 
C21/22.043.1 West Sussex County Council County (WSCC): Cllr Dennis had submitted a written report 
as she was unable to attend the meeting.  In respect of matters raised at the previous meeting, Cllr 
Lank was still concerned about the scheduling of road works and ensuring they are co-ordinated and 
would appreciate a response. Cllr Avery commented that the Chalkers Lane road works were for 6 
weeks. The Chairman would ask for an update on 30mph signs for Gatehouse Lane and Cuckfield Road 
in Goddards Green.  Cllr Majsai requested an update on the WSCC youth offer.  The Chairman thanked 
Cllr Dennis in her absence for her report.  
 
C21/22.043.2 Mid Sussex District Council (MSDC):  Cllr Bennett reported that she had attended two 
climate workshops and the Central Sussex Climate Group are happy to address Parish Council’s if 
requested.  Cllr Trumble reminded all that the Mid Sussex Applauds Awards deadline was 31 July.  The 
Play Days run from 27 July to 26 August with the Court Bushes event on 3 August.  The three main 
towns each had a ‘skate fest’ event.  Center Parks may be submitting a planning application for a site 
south of the M23 10A junction.  The East Lodge Farm, Malthouse Lane application is due a further 
ecology report and may be considered at an MSDC Planning Committee on 12 or 19 August.  The 
Chairman thanked Cllr Bennett and Cllr Trumble for their updates.  Cllr Evans asked the district 
councillors to support the avoidance of a coalescence between Burgess Hill and Hurstpierpoint. Cllr 
Brown recommended Members listen to the Northern Arc updates on the burgesshill.net website.   Cllr 
Bennett and Trumble left the meeting at 8pm. 
 



 

 HURSTPIERPOINT           SAYERS COMMON 
                       PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Page 2 of 4 

 

   & 
C21/22.043.3 West Sussex ALC / Mid Sussex ALC:  Cllr Jackson reported that the MSALC had not met 
recently.  There was a new chairman of WSALC and there was a discussion on succession planning for 
the County Officer.  The Chairman updated Council on the discussions at the WSALC Chairmen’s 
meeting that he had attended: the PCC and Chief Constable had been focused on Brighton and G7 
events, safer driving, direct entry detectives and the success of the rural crime team, which will receive 
more investment.  A SALC key stakeholder gives direct feedback to Sussex Police.  Not every parish 
had re-joined WSALC after its turbulent year last year but it was in good health and Mulberry & Co was 
delivering its services and training, much of which was staying on-line.  Concerns raised at the 
Chairmen’s meeting included the value of Neighbourhood Plans under the new Planning Bill and issues 
over Southern Water discharging effluent for example during the recent storm conditions.  
Questionnaires had been sent to the Parish Council for supporting evidence to be provided by WSALC.  
The Clerk will circulate the WSALC minutes. 
 
C21/22.044 To receive the minutes and where appropriate, consider the recommendations of the 
following Committees and Advisory Group: The Chairs introduced the following sets of minutes:  
 

C21/22.044.1 Village Centre Advisory Group (22 June 2021) Cllr Lowman confirmed the Group was 
addressing the charging arrangements for the future. 
 
C21/22.044.2 Planning & Environment Committee (1 July 2021) Cllr Shorrocks confirmed there 
were no recommendations for Council and no further updates were required. 
 
C21/22.044.3 Estates & Facilities Management Committee (8 July 2021) Cllr Brown confirmed the 
Committee had one recommendation for Council: 

 
C21/22.44.3.1 Minute EF21/22.006 Parish Action Plan: The Committee had AGREED to 
recommend that Council ADOPTS the Parish Action Plan (Version 17), and it was: 
RESOLVED: That Council ADOPTS the Parish Action Plan (Version 17). 
 

C21/22.044.4 Finance & Governance Committee (15 July 2021) The Chairman confirmed the 
Committee had two recommendations for Council: 

 
C21/22.044.4.1 (Minute F21/22.017) Savings & Investment Strategy: That the Committee 
had AGREED to recommend that Council ADOPTS the revised Savings & Investment 
Strategy, and it was: 
RESOLVED: That Council ADOPTS the revised Savings & Investment Strategy. 

 
C21/22.044.4.2 (Minute F21/22.018) Works Van Insurance Payment: That the Committee 
had AGREED to recommend to Council that the £2,285 insurance total-loss payment for the 
works van be placed in the Vehicle Ear Marked Reserve, to help fund the costs of the lease 
payments for the new van, and it was: 
RESOLVED: That Council AGREES that the £2,285 insurance total-loss payment for the 
works van be placed in the Vehicle Ear Marked Reserve, to help fund the costs of the 
lease payments for the new van. 

 
Following the review of the Committees and Advisory Group minutes, Members:  

 
RESOLVED:  That the Council RECEIVED the minutes of the following Committees and 
Working Group: 

i. Village Centre Advisory Group (22 June 2021) 
ii. Planning & Environment Committee (1 July 2021) 

iii. Estates & Facilities Management Committee (8 July 2021) 
iv. Finance & Governance Committee (15 July 2021) 
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C21/22.045 Annual Parish Meeting 18 May 2021: Cllr Majsai introduced the item with her thoughts 
and feelings about the success of the 2021 event and plans for the 2022 event.  Members reviewed 
the arrangements, outcome and feedback from the 2021 Annual Parish Meeting and fed in ideas for 
the 2022 event, and it was: 
 

RESOLVED:  That Council AGREES that the Community Engagement Committee will present 
a plan for the 2022 event to Council, in September 2021. 

 
C21/22.046 High Street Project: Cllr Ranger introduced the progress to date on the Community 
Engagement Committee initiative to survey the high street traders.  Members also considered the 
application made to MSDC for funds from the Welcome Back Fund.  Cllr Majsai wanted the Community 
Engagement Committee to take back control of the project including the work to identify safe places, 
and it was: 

RESOLVED:  That Council AGREES that the Community Engagement Committee will take back 
control of the project including the work to identify safe places. 
 

C21/22.047 Grant Application Melting Pot Cafe: Members considered the application for a grant from 
the Melting Pot Café held at Court Bushes Community Hub weekly on Monday mornings, run by the 
Point Church, from the COVID ear marked reserve grant fund.  The £10,000 Government Grant was 
awarded to the Parish Council for costs associated with the lock-downs and an ear marked reserve was 
created which has £2,917 remaining, and it was: 
 

RESOLVED:  That the Council AWARDS the Melting Pot café a grant of £359.55 from the 
COVID ear marked reserve grant fund for its re-start costs. 

 
C21/22.048 Freeman Brothers Coronavirus Commemoration Stone: Members considered a briefing 
note setting out the proposal from Freeman Brothers Funeral Directors for the siting of a 
commemorative, quarried piece of Horsham Stone on the Village Green (war memorial) at their 
expense, and it was: 
 

RESOLVED:  That the Council AGREES the proposal and APPROVES the planting of Spring 
bulbs, the design, inscription and placing of the stone on the Village Green, with the word 
cloud design “Reflection and Hope”, subject to permission from the landowner; and that a   
Brighton style bench is purchased to be included in the project and funding sought to cover 
the costs associated with the purchase and installation costs of approximately £800. 

 
C21/22.049 Rampion 2 Wind Farm: Members considered the letter of 13 July 2021 from Rampion 
Extension Development Limited concerning the proposals for a second wind farm in the English 
Channel adjacent to the existing Rampion Off Shore Wind Farm, and it was: 
 

RESOLVED:  That the Council NOTES the proposal but has no further comment. 
 
C21/22.050 Government Coronavirus Update: Members considered the latest advice from the 
Government on Coronavirus guidance and the implications for how the Parish Council wishes to 
conduct its own business, the approach with hirers and its responsibilities as an employer, and it was: 
 

RESOLVED:  That the Council AGREES that: 
i) hirers be advised that they should follow Government guidance;  
ii) Council and Committee meetings would continue to be held at Court Bushes 

Community Hub as it provided the most space for social distancing unless a 
Committee or Council agrees otherwise;  
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iii) the September 2021 Council meeting be held at Court Bushes Community Hub if 

available, as the Sayers Common Village Hall may be too small; and 
iv) employees should continue to work flexibly to best meet the ongoing Government 

guidance in line with the work place risk assessments. 
 
C21/22.051 Information Items, Correspondence Received and Requests:   
 
C21/22.051.1 Electric Scooters: Cllr Evans enquired whether the Council had had a response to the 
question submitted to Sussex Police and the PCC: “How is Sussex Police preventing the illegal riding of 
e-scooters on highways and footpaths, as we have already experienced a growing number of conflicts 
between them and pedestrians within the Parish. This would be appear to be another example of a 
lack of enforcement of existing Traffic regulations, which is adding to the perception of residents that 
they are not being supported by Sussex Police.” The Chairman confirmed that we had not yet received 
a response. 
 
 

The Council RESOLVED that in view of the confidential nature of the following items, the press and 
public be excluded under section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960. 

 
Confidential Matters:  

 
C21/22.052 Ladies Walk:  Members reviewed the terms of a proposed licence with the Hurstpierpoint 
Society concerning the land known as Ladies Walk to discuss the way forward, and it was: 

 

RESOLVED:  That the Council AGREES to on-going negotiations with the Hurstpierpoint 
Society regarding the land known as Ladies Walk. 

 
 
 

There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.54 pm.    
 
 
 

Chairman 
 

 
 

 
 

Protocol for filming and recording at public meetings:  The Council has a protocol for public filming, recording 
and photography at its meetings, which is available on the Council’s website or on request at the Parish Office.  

 


