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West Sussex County Council have recently published their draft Transport Plan (DTP) for 
consultation: the consultation is now open and closes on 8 October 2021. 
 
The aim of Sussex Greenways working together with CPRE Sussex is to develop a new model for 
delivering safe, mostly traffic-free or traffic-calmed multi-user routes in rural areas. We are proposing 
to do this by improving the existing Rights of Way network and creating Quiet Lanes. Together, 
these changes can deliver a rural active travel network with the capacity to connect our 
communities, provide healthy outdoor spaces for families to exercise and enjoy being in nature, 
promote the rural economy by linking rural micro-businesses with our towns and villages, and 
provide long term economic benefits from green tourism.  
 
Sadly the DTP basically ignores the existence of our rural leisure routes, for walking, cycling and 
horse riding.  So we are suggesting that parishes include in their representations to the County 
Council on the DTP comments on the need to include provisions to improve our rights of way 
network and to introduce Quiet Lanes 
 
 

Explanatory Background 
 
The starting point for any County Council sadly seems to be what is the cost, rather than what is the 
benefit of any new idea. 
 
Our starting point is the Countryside Act 1968 Section 30, which provides cyclists with the right to 
ride on bridleways. However, many bridleways, byways and similar Rights of Way (RoW) are 
unsuitable for everyday use because they are poorly maintained. Nonetheless, the rural bridleway 
network provides an incredible opportunity to create traffic-free multi-user routes (greenways) away 
from the main road network:  
 
England  
Footpaths     90,000 miles (146,000 km) 
Bridleways and byways   26,000 miles (41,700 km) 
 
West Sussex 
Footpaths     2528 miles (4071km) 
Bridleways and byways   822 miles (1323 km).  
 
Around 30% of the Rights of Way network could become Greenways.  

 
In addition, these routes can be built at a much lower cost than urban routes. Whereas a typical 
urban cycle route (on which WSCC seem to want to concentrate their whole rights of way efforts) 
can cost anywhere from £500,000 to £1 million per kilometre, we believe that we can create simple, 
multi-user routes on existing bridleways for around £50,000 per kilometre. In many cases all that is 
required is scrub clearance, improved drainage, and the laying of a limestone surface. The aim is to 
create an all-weather, year-round route rather than one which can only be used in the drier months.  
 
We are determined to work with user groups including disabled people, walkers, equestrians, and 
others to ensure that we create greenway routes that are suitable and safe for all.  
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Rural routes can often be hillier, however with the increasing uptake in electric bikes this will 
become less of a problem over time. E-bikes will also encourage people to make slightly longer 
journeys between villages or into towns.  
 
We also wish to see a programme of upgrading footpaths where it makes sense to do so, changing 
them into Bridleways which could be used by cyclists.  
 
We expect that, in time, these routes will link up with urban routes being built by Local Authorities or 
the National Cycle Network being built by Sustrans. At present, Sustrans’ policy is only to create or 
improve routes which connect to the National Cycle Network. Whilst this is understandable, we 
believe that building ‘mini-greenways’ (sometimes only one or two kilometres long) can prove highly 
beneficial in providing green spaces for exercise and connecting communities.  
 
Quiet Lanes 
 
First introduced in the Quiet Lanes and Home Zones (England) Regulations 2006, No.2082. ‘The 
objective of Quiet Lanes are to reduce traffic dominance and vehicle speeds and encourage drives 
to be more mindful of non-motorised users such as walkers, cyclists and horse-riders and 
encourage great usage by the latter groups.’  
 
The Suffolk Example 
 
In 2013-2014 Suffolk ran a pilot project of Quiet Lanes in the Suffolk Coast 
AONB covering 13 Quiet Lanes in 7 parishes.  
 
In 2020-2021 Suffolk County Council extended this with a £235,000  
grant and had expressions of interest from 89 parishes for 209 Quiet Lanes 
totalling 166 miles (267 kilometres).  
 
Suffolk CC Highways Dept estimated £4,700 per parish but this was  
reduced to £1,000 per designated parish thanks to a collaborative self-help  
community partnership.  
 
Role of Quiet Lanes  
 
We believe Quiet Lanes have a part to play in reducing traffic speeds in  
rural areas and creating safer roads for active travel, even though they’re  
only advisory. They are, however, much cheaper than the alternatives such 
as 20 mph zones or engineering measures.  

 
County Councils’ stock response (apart from Suffolk) has been that ‘Quiet Lanes don’t work’ and 
that they ‘prefer to focus resources on more effective measures’.  

 
Our response to this is:  

1) We’re entitled to implement Quiet Lanes under our Local Transport Plan which specifically 
supports self-funded schemes which help meet policy objectives. 
 

2) Just look at what has been achieved by Suffolk. 
 

3) Quiet Lanes are better than nothing, which is currently what is on offer for rural 
communities.  
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Funding 
 
We recognise no Government funding is currently available for rural areas, so any improvements 
have to funded by other means.  We look to the County Council as the primary source but equally 
recognise it is itself financially constrained and so funding may also have to come from other 
sources such as Parish and Town councils using Neighbourhood Plan policies and the product of 
Community Infrastructure Levy and s.106 agreements, District Councils, Charitable Grants, and 
Private and Corporate Donations. Local fundraising from the ground up, starting with sponsored 
rides and walks on local bridleways/greenway routes may have to play a part. 
 
 
Suggested submissions to WSCC 
 
We are suggesting that in your submission to WSCC on the DTP you include, paraphrase or expand 
on the following; 
 
 

Submission: 
 

Revise as in bold para 5.16  
 

Our objectives for a healthy West Sussex are: 

▪ Objective 3: Accommodate the needs of an ageing population that is expected to grow 
most in existing settlements in the Gatwick Diamond and Coastal West Sussex areas.  

▪ Objective 4: Minimise air, noise and light pollution from use of the transport network to 
minimise impacts on public health and well-being.  

▪ Objective 5: Ensure the transport network allows residents and visitors to live healthy 
lifestyles with good access to green and blue spaces, by walking, cycling and horse 
riding throughout the county but particularly on the West Sussex coast and in the 
protected South Downs, High Weald and Chichester Harbour.  

▪ Objective 6: Ensure rural communities can live locally by accessing nearby towns. 

 
Submission: 
 

Revise as in bold para 5.26 
 

Objective 17: Extend and improve the network of active travel facilities, taking account of 
potential usage and stakeholder support, so it is coherent and high quality enough to make 
active travel an attractive option for short distance trips, and healthy leisure activities  
 
 

Submission: 
 

Revise as in bold para 6.5  
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Our approach to active travel is to:  

▪ Provide new and improved pedestrian infrastructure, including expanding the utility of 
existing PROW by timely maintenance, where this (helps to) provides suitable 
leisure routes, addresses barriers and connects routes for short distance and 
healthy leisure journeys, all the while taking account of planned development;  

▪ Prioritise and implement new or improved cycle routes, taking account of the potential 
increase in demand, current conditions for users and the impacts of planned 
development where these are feasible and deliverable, and there is wide support from 
local stakeholders;  

▪ Create and facilitate a network of Quiet Lanes, in consultation and cooperation 
with local authorities at each level, as well as all stakeholder groups 

▪ Work with Local Planning Authorities and developers to identify active travel suitable 
new schemes and improvements that will ensure planned developments are well 
connected to the active travel network; 

▪ Identify priority locations on major roads and railway lines to improve the provision of 
crossing facilities;  

▪ Consult early on active infrastructure proposals in line with our active travel fund 
consultation plan to understand community support and incorporate views on the design 
of infrastructure;  

▪ Provide good quality active travel infrastructure based on latest design guidance 
wherever possible;  

▪ Monitor long term usage trends at selected locations and assess scheme benefits for at 
least 5 years after opening;  

▪ Consider traffic management measures (e.g. expanded pedestrianisation, school 
streets, filtered streets and low traffic neighbourhoods) in urban areas where these are 
feasible and deliverable, and there is wide support from local stakeholders; and  

▪ Ensure that the needs of active travel modes are considered within the design of all 
road network improvements.  

We hope that this communication will assist you, but please do not hesitate to get in touch 
with us with your ideas or if you want more help. 
 

 

Nick Hanna      Stephen Hardy 
 

Chair       Trustee 

Sussex Greenways     CPRE Sussex   
  

        07831494028 
        stephenhardy 
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