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MINUTES OF THE STRATEGIC POLICY AND RESOURCES PANEL held on Wednesday 6 October 2021 at 4pm 
via Microsoft Teams Video Conferencing 
 

Councillors Present:   
 
Cllrs John Lowman (Chair), Allan Brown, Malcolm Llewellyn, Claire Majsai, Julia Shorrocks & Bob Sampson. Also 
in attendance: Sarah Groom, Clerk to the Council 
 

1. Apologies for Absence:  Apologies were received from Cllr Tony Lank. 
 

2. Declarations of interest: There were no declarations of interest. 
 

3. Minutes of the Previous Meeting of the Strategic Policy & Resources Panel: The minutes of the meeting 
of 17 May 2021 were agreed as a true record of the meeting.  The minutes will be signed by the Chair 
at the next available opportunity. 

 
4. Local Government Boundary Commission Review of Mid Sussex:  The Panel considered a response to the 

proposal put forward by the LGBCR concerning the revised size of Mid Sussex District Council for 
implementation in May 2022.  The deadline for comments is 8 November 2021. Based on all the comments 
made at the Panel meeting a draft will be sent around the Panel members as soon as possible and then 
put before the Council meeting on 21 October 2021 for approval. 

 
Comments would include “The Parish Council has worked hard for many years to integrate the two villages 
under the Parish Council even changing its name to emphasise the combined importance of the two 
villages.  On that basis, the current proposals seem to work against our integrated Parish Council and the 
structure of their elected representatives.  The proposals would lead to a possible disconnect that may 
drive a wedge through the integrated parish area.  One ‘Downland Villages’ Councillor would be required 
to attend a number of different Parish Council meetings creating excessive work for them, and: 

 
It was AGREED by the Panel that the draft response would be submitted to Council for 
final approval on 21 October 2021 before submission by 8 November 2021. 

 
5. WSCC Draft Transport Plan:  The Panel considered the consultation issued by the County Council and the 

comments made when it was discussed at the 23 September 2021 Parish Council meeting as follows: 
 
The Plan was a high level strategic document.  Cllr Evans had asked that WSCC be reminded that the issue 
of Quiet Lanes was a priority in the Parish Neighbourhood Plan. Cllr Shorrocks had wished to see the 
objective included that more local amenity provision was included in housing development and Cllr 
Llewellyn had added that the connectivity and linkages from the developments to local amenities should 
be essential as they are not being provided.  Members had also noted the correspondence from the CPRE 
on this matter.   
 
An additional comment made by Cllr Majsai at the Panel meeting, was that as the villages are blighted by 
traffic the Parish Council is keen to support and promote alternative sustainable forms of transport.  It 
was agreed that key aspects of the CPRE letter should also be used, and: 
 

It was AGREED by the Panel that responses to the consultation would be submitted by the 
Clerk by 8 October 2021. 
 

6. Environmental Policy:  Cllr Majsai gave up an update on the draft Policy and Action Plan which 
incorporates the discussions from the Annual Parish Meeting in May 2021.  It will be presented to this 
Panel later in the year (e.g. early November).  A draft litter plan was being discussed at the Community 
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Engagement Committee meeting on 7 October 2021.  Following recent questions form the Hurst Rethink 
Group, Cllr Majsai may promote existing bike racks in the next Hurst Life article. 

 
7. Ladies Walk: The Panel discussed the proposal to agree a 25 year Licence with the Hurst Society for Ladies 

Walk. The Panel considered the advice given by the Parish Council’s legal advisors and the requests and 
preferences of the Hurst Society.  It was suggested that the requirement to leave the site in a clean and 
tidy manner be reworded as well as the requirement around fencing the site, and: 

 
It was AGREED by the Panel that the draft Licence, with minor amendments would be 
presented to the 21 October 2021 Council for agreement. 

 
8. Ouse and Adur Rivers Trust:  The Panel considered the request from the group to work with Parish 

Council’s to identify natural flooding areas so that natural measures can be implemented to help avoid 
future flooding, and: 

 
It was AGREED by the Panel that the Clerk would respond positively and offer to work with 
the Trust as this will become increasingly important in future. 

 
9.  Date of Next Meeting 
 

The date of the next meeting is to be confirmed and will include an update on the draft Environmental 
Policy, a Fundraising Policy and a Grants Policy as we must maximise funding opportunities, especially for 
Hurst Meadows, and: 

 
It was AGREED by the Panel that the Clerk would add external funding to the next Hurst 
Meadows Advisory Group meeting agenda. 

 
 

The meeting closed at 5.30pm. 
 


