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HURST MEADOWS ADVISORY GROUP Meeting at 7.30pm on Tuesday 19th October 2021 held at The 
Community Hub, Court Bushes, Willow Way, Hurstpierpoint. 
 
Present:  Cllrs John Lowman (Chair) (JL), Allan Brown (AB), Claire Majsai (CM), Malcolm Llewellyn (ML), 
David Evans (DE). Stephen Baldey (SB), George Judd (GJ), Martin Sadler (MS), Helen Brangwyn (HB), 
Patrick Howarth (PH), Donna Willis (DW), & Stephen Witchell (SW). 
 
1. Apologies for absence: Apologies for absence were received from Michael Nailard and Tony 

Whitbread. 
 
2. Declarations of interest: No Declaration of interest were raised. 
 
3. Minutes of the meeting of the Group 2nd Feb 2021: The minutes of the meeting held on 2nd Feb 

2021 were agreed.  With no additional note. 
 
4. Hurst Meadows Update Report: The Report was presented to the group with no additional notes. 
 
5. Volunteer Update Report: The Report was presented to the Group by Dr Georgina Judd. 

 
a. There has been a positive number of volunteers covering a good range of ages with interest 

still being received. 
b. Previous Groups are being amalgamated into one group. 
c. The Group leaders have done an amazing job with great results this year. GJ will continue to 

cover the week working groups with DW covering the weekend Working groups. Due to the 
nature of some of the jobs being quite strenuous the sessions will remain short at approx. 2 
hours. 

d. The working groups are weather dependant, GJ and CM will be working on getting dates out 
with plenty of notice.  

 
6. Hurst Meadows Management Plans: The Advisory group Reviewed and discussed the Management 

plan. 
 

a. The Cut and Collect has been completed for this year and items have been highlighted for 
improvement, i.e., collecting the arisings. These will be addressed for next year’s cut. 

b. GJ has recommended a spring cut and collect, this will be investigated by the management 
team. 

c. Overall, we have been happy with Greenscenes work, management team are to have a 
meeting with Martin Dean to discuss what can be improved for next year, GJ to be included 
in this meeting. 

d. We will continue to allow clumps of Willow to grow in Fifteen acre to allow structural 
diversity. 

e. To continue monitoring areas left for natural regeneration to make sure they are controlled. 
f. We are keen to investigate Countryside stewardship grants, if anyone is aware of anyone 

who may be able to assist with this, could they inform the parish office. A meeting is set in 
November with MSDC to see where we might be able to gain grants/funding. 

g. The site in Warnham is where we would like to see HM in 15 years, if anyone is interested in 
visiting this site, visits can be arranged. 

h. There was concern about the spread of the thistles in Fifteen Acres by SB, they will be 
monitored and GJ would like to arrange a meeting with SB next year to view the spread on 
his land. In the meantime, until the Ph of the soil changes it is considered that nothing will 
change at this time. 
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7. Information Boards: The Advisory Group discussed what is desired and placements on site. 

 
a. It was agreed to move away from the A4 temporary signs within Hurst Meadow and install 

new noticeboards at identified locations which are to be agreed. 
b. The noticeboards would have maps, with field names, upcoming volunteer events and 

further information for the location they are placed, for example, Heritage Orchard - 
information about the trees for education purposes, Millennium Garden – the history of the 
site. Heritage trail information. 

c. The noticeboards would be wooden in construction. 
d. It was agreed to place two into Hurst Meadows and see if more are required. The locations 

are to be confirmed. 
e. It was agreed that GJ and HB would work together to put together some information for the 

noticeboards. 
f. It was suggested placing one by the perch bench in Fifteen Acres at the entrance to Edgerley 

Meadow, as this is a good meeting place. 
 

8. Tree Planting options and proposals: The Advisory Group discussed the Proposed tree planting and 
options for planting in Hurst Meadow. 

 
a. The Parish council has received several offers and interest from amongst The Hurstpierpoint 

Society (including the former Millennium Garden Trust), The Sussex Vale Rotary Club, MSDC 
Queen’s Canopy, Hurst Rethink, and The Woodland Trust, to plant trees within Hurst 
Meadow. 

b. Within the Management Plan 3 areas have been identified.  These are thickening up the 
current planting in Hovel Field North, the area adjacent to Ladies Walk in Fifteen Acres and 
the NE corner of Walnut Tree Field. 

c. Currently, the focus this Autumn is on the planting in Hovel Field North. 
d. The Parish council is keen to make people understand that it not just a case of receiving and 

planting the trees, but the aftercare, fencing/protection of the trees and watering for 3 years. 
e. The Parish Council is also considering the benefits of promoting natural regeneration where 

appropriate. 
f. Natural regeneration is being allowed at present in Edgerley Meadow to help both screen 

Bramble Park and promote the thickening up of the adjacent hedgerows as there are a lot of 
oak saplings growing in the meadow. 

g. Tree watering was considered, and Hovel Field has always been a good site as it retains water. 
Parts of Edgerley Meadow could be developed into wet land over time. 

 
9. Benches: The Advisory group discussed whether more benches are required and their placement on 

site. 
 

a. We presently have two perch benches within Hurst meadow, and it was agreed that it would 
be worthwhile to place two additional perch benches within the site and then see if more are 
needed at a later date. 

b. The Hurstpierpoint Society are happy to donate funds towards these benches, dependant on 
the type and longevity of them. 

c. The Monday group have installed all our benches and we would be looking to use then again. 
d. Locations are still to be confirmed, Bellows Nose looking down the track away from Layton 

Fields, Fifteen Acres on the South West side and Buckwilly looking away from Layton Fields 
were suggested as possible locations. 

e. It was agreed that no more benches would be located in The Millennium Garden. 
 

10. Access and Paths: The Advisory Group discussed the access and paths through Hurst Meadow. 
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a. The Parish Council is keen to make the site more accessible to Disabled users. With the Health 

Centre and Hovel Field access points being the only able to allow mobility scooters to access. 
b. The other access points need further work to make them compliant to allow mobility scooters 

to access. 
c. The Parish Council are looking into making the gates more complaint. 

d. Further paths e.g., in Fifteen Acres/Walnut Tree Field will be considered, however there were 
mixed views on this. The original plan for Hurst Meadow was to make sure it doesn’t become too 
urbanised. 

 
11. Cycle Path: The Advisory Group discussed the proposed cycle paths through Hurst Meadow. 

 
a. The Parish council have been pushing for several years to enable the provision of cycle paths within 

the Parish. 
b. Back in 2004 the original plan was for the main West/East cycle path connecting Sayers Common 

through Hurstpierpoint to Hassocks to go through The Millennium Garden.  To separate walkers 
and the activities that have developed with The Millennium Garden from cyclists and with the 
transfer of Hurst Meadows to the Parish Council these plans have changed. 

c. The plan is for the cycle path to run through St George’s Green and 15 Acres along the southern 
boundary running from Brown Twins Road to St George’s Lane. The cycle path would be separated 
by a hedge from Fifteen Acres. 

d. It would have clear lines of sight and crossing areas and the majority of St George’s Green would 
continue to be separate from it. 

e. The plans are l under further development by WSCC following the recent Public Consultation. 
f. SW is to arrange a walk along the cycle path route for anyone who would like to attend from this 

Advisory Group. 
 

12. Drainage: The Advisory Group discussed the ongoing drainage issues. 
 

a. The Parish Council have had several meetings with Bovis/Vistry to discuss the water that the 
Bramble Park development receives and discharges into adjacent land. 

b. The Tilley’s Copse ditches were mostly cleared in the Spring 2021 with some minor issues 
outstanding. 

c. The ditch that runs along the Fairfield Recreation Ground to the apex of Tilley’s copse is due to be 
cleared by MSDC and the Parish Council shortly.   This will help ensure that the water escapes the 
area correctly. 

d. At the south west corner of Tilley’s Copse the existing Public Right of Way (PRoW) FP62Hu will be 
connected to a new footpath from Bramble Park. We have now agreed with Vistry the route of the 
new drainage system, its connection to the existing ditch on the west side of Tilley’s Copse, and 
new boardwalks to connect to the PRoW. 

e. The Parish Council is also ensuring that Vistry confirm that the management company will be 
responsible for the ongoing maintenance and clearing of which ditches and culverts that 
encompass Bramble Park. 

f. Vistry have installed a new ditch running adjacent to the north west corner of Edgerley Meadow, 
which runs into an existing ditch and culvert. This has not worked well, and surface water is still 
affecting the new play area. 

g. A new ephemeral pond in the North West corner of Edgerley meadow may be considered but it 
was noted that this would be a water hazard. If this went ahead everything would need to be 
planned and considered before proceeding. 

h. Hovel Field has had new drainage scrapes and culverts installed on the southern side of the 
Fittleworth path. These are redirecting surface water into both The Wilderness on the western 
edge, and the ditch adjacent to the former farm track on the eastern side. 

i. The Layton Fields development discharges surface water into our ditch by Primrose Cottage, and 
via a ditch between Bellows Nose and Buckwilly running towards the same ditch by Primrose 
Cottage.  These ditches require further work to clear. 
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13. Forest Schools Task Force: The Advisory group discussed the next steps for Forest School/Outdoor 
Learning. 

 
a. There has been previous discussion about the forest schools using Hovel Field South. Due to a 

planning permission and possible building works at the adjacent former Little Park Farmyard, 
which would bring a lot of activity to the area for a least a year, the use of this field will be put on 
hold for the time being. It is still considered to be a good location for a future forest school site. 

b. The Parish Council have obtained quotes for a new single gate into the site and there are several 
packages of work that need to be completed to make this site useable. 

c. SW to organise a meeting at Hovel Field South with Anyone who wishes to attend – main invitees 
HB, CM, AB, ML. 

 
14. Events:  The Advisory Group discussed future events including the date for the Walk and Talk around 

Hurst Meadow. 
 

a. Due to Covid the walks in Hurst Meadow had to be pushed back and we had to wait a long 
time before we could have groups with more than 6 people.  

b. We have been able to have a woodland walk in April and May. We would like to keep the 
numbers to a manageable amount. 

c. GJ is planning a meeting with Jo Gillard who does Ecological Storytelling,  
d. Walks highlighting the History of the sites was considered. 
e. The Heritage Orchard has had three open afternoons this year, 30 people attended to view 

the blossom however due to the wet weather in October there were no attendees. The event 
was advertised in Hurst Life and by the Horticultural society. 

f. MS to be informed of any walks in the area and he will be in the Orchard. 
  

15. Butterfly Survey: An update on the 2021 Butterfly survey was presented by Dr Georgina Judd. 
 

a. 4 transects have been set up, which gives a good indication of the biodiversity for the site, 
the more data we gather the better. 

b. 26 to 27 species of butterflies were found out of the 37 expected to be found in this area. 
c. Other species of interest found were a moth only seen 6 times in Sussex and a Wasp spider, 
d. An invertebrate survey would like to be carried out at a later date. 

 
16. Publicity: The Advisory Group discussed the articles in Hurst life etc. How are they being received 

and do we need to increase the articles. 
 

a. The articles in Hurst life are getting lots of positive feedback. 
b. If anyone has any ideas for articles, please let CM and or the Parish office know. 
c. GJ is to write an article of the Butterfly surveys and the volunteers. 

 
17. Matters for information or inclusion on next agenda. 

 
a. A Hurstpierpoint resident who uses a wheelchair to access Hurst Meadow is to be invited to 

the next Advisory group meeting. 
 
18. Date of Next Meeting: The next meeting will be held in January 2022. 
 
Meeting closed at 21:46 


