
Sussex Police & Crime Commissioner 
 
Mid Sussex (South) Focus Group Meeting 26th May 2022 
 
The Meeting was scheduled to take place in Hurst, but at the last minute was switched to Teams. 
Representatives of the following organisations attended: 
 
H & SC PC (Cllr Tony Lank and Sarah Groom, Clerk) 
Hassocks PC (Cllr Weir and Ian Cumberworth, Clerk) 
Burgess Hill TC (Cllr Eggleston and Steve Cridland, Clerk)  
Haywards Heath TC (Steve Trice, Clerk)  
Cuckfield PC (Cllr Sheldon and Sam Heynes, Clerk)  
MSDC Partnership: Cllr Norman Webster, Chairman of the Community Safety Partnership 
Many Jameson (SP&CC Communications Manager for Katie Bourne, P&CC) 
Sgt Karina Puttock (Sussex Police, Burgess Hill Neighbourhood Team) 
 
Each Council was asked to highlight any particular concerns affecting their area.  Hurst raised: 

• Speeding 

• E-scooters still using roads and pavements 

• Flytipping (in Langton Lane especially) 

• Last minute dropouts by Officers booked to attend our events.  We stressed that while we 
fully appreciated resourcing difficulties and last minute emergencies, the Clerk has not yet 
met the PCSO apparently allocated to us (Nathaniel Wales).  Also last week they were unable 
to make the Annual Parish Meeting, at short notice, when there were c80 people whom they 
could have addressed.  It did seem that other parishes had stronger relationships than we 
had been able to foster. Sgt Puttock promised to address this.  PCSO’s  are given details of 
their local councils and councillors and asked to pop into parish council offices every two 
weeks to stay in touch.  They also visit ‘hot spots’ and have patrol plans to help keep them 
visible with the public. 

 
Other issues raised and discussed by other areas in our Group: 

• Anti Social Behaviour – overall impression was that this was reducing slightly 

• Parking on pavements 

• Haywards Heath are funding a Warden, partly sponsored by the Co-op, and who is proving 
very enthusiastic in addressing town centre issues. 

• Reporting of incidents to the Police.  Concern was raised as to the lack of 
response/feedback.  This would seem to be a national concern, but the Police stressed that 
it was important to report incidents even if a positive outcome was felt to be unlikely.  Full 
reporting leads to better monitoring of trends and better focussing of where efforts should 
be concentrated.  Sussex Police are apparently 3rd or 4th fastest in the Country in responding 
to 999 calls. 

• The Mid Sussex Partnership includes a representative of town and parish councils through 
the Mid Sussex Association of Local Councils.  The rep is thought to be Tony Steer (Chairman 
of Bolney PC and MSALC). 

 
Similar Focus Groups have met throughout the County, and Mandy Jameson will produce a report 
which she promised would be circulated to us in due course.  However, the P&CC is away shortly and 
must sign off the report first, so circulation cannot be expected until July. 
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