
Queen Elizabeth II was born at 2.40am on 21 April 1926. This is 
her actual birthday but she also has an official birthday, which 
is held on a Saturday in June – when the weather’s better! So, 
the Queen has two birthdays.

How many birthdays does The Queen have?1 Strange but True

The Queen is not 
allowed to eat 
garlic or drink tap 
water



2

Queen Elizabeth II became Queen when her dad George VI died on 6th Feb 1952. She was visiting 
Kenya at the time and had to fly home. She was crowned Queen on 2 June 1953. On the morning 
of her wedding, she suffered a wardrobe malfunction when her Tiara broke. Luckily the royal 
jewelers were on hand to fix it. Twenty million people gathered around television sets to watch. It 
was the first major event to be televised. She is the longest reigning monarch ever in Britain. 
Beating even Queen Victoria (her great-great-grandma!).

When was the Queen crowned?

Strange but True
The Queen does not need a 
passport to travel abroad



Politics – What 3 things is the Queen not 
allowed to do? 

Queen Elizabeth II has been served by 14 UK Prime Ministers. She meets the PM every week, but no 
record is kept of the meeting, and neither party ever says what topics have been discussed. In the 
UK, all citizens have the right to express their political opinions – except the Queen! She has to 
remain "strictly neutral with respect to political matters". This means that the Queen can't express 
her political thoughts. Also she can’t vote nor stand for election.

3



Her favourite dogs are corgis. She even invented a new breed of 
dog the “dorgi” when her corgi mated with a dachshund belonging 
to her sister, Princess Margaret. She has owned over 30 corgis 
during her reign as the Queen. The most she has ever owned at 
one time is 13!

What new dog breed did the Queen ‘invent’? 4



She’s the only person in the UK allowed to drive without a driving 
license. And she still drives to this day! However, is she not allowed 
to drive herself to an official function and she is never allowed in 
the car on her own, she always has to have some of her security 
detail with her.

What does the Queen not have that every 
driver in the UK should have?5

Strange but True
The Queen is not allowed to 
name her own children. Also 
they must have her surname, 
Windsor instead of their 
dad’s surname, Mountbatten



When WWII broke out the Queen was evacuated to Windsor Castle. She 
begged to be allowed to do her bit and eventually her parents agreed and 
she trained to be a mechanic and a military truck driver! Queen Elizabeth 
II was a part of the Women’s Auxiliary Territorial Service for World War 
II and the first female member of the Royal family to join the military.

What did the Queen do during World War II?6



She owns an elephant, 
two giant turtles, a 
jaguar and a pair of 
sloths. These are all 
presents from other 
countries, all of which 
live in London Zoo.

What is the biggest animal the Queen owns?7

Strange but True
The Queen is not allowed to sit on another Monarch’s Throne. In 
fact she didn’t even sit on the Iron Throne from Game of Thrones 
when she visited the set.



Queen Elizabeth frequently attends the races and regularly visits stud farms to improve her own stock 
of racehorses. She has never won the Grand National but Estimate, one of her race horses, won the 
Royal Ascot Gold Cup race in 2013. This was the first time in the race’s 207-year history that it was 
won by a reigning monarch.

What is the name of the Queen’s horse that won 
the Royal Ascot Gold Cup? 8



According to an ancient English law, any sturgeon caught in British waters is the property of the monarch.
Also, all the unclaimed mute swans in open water in the country belong to the Queen. This has been a law 
since medieval times. Every year there is a census of all the swans in the river Thames. This is called Swan 
Upping and occurs in the third week of July each year. It lasts for five days and anyone can watch. 

There are many old laws still in force today. Can 
you name the type of fish and the type of birds 
that belong to the Queen due to old Medieval Laws? 9



The offense of treason still exists. Britain’s Treason Act was written in 1351 and is still in force to this 
day although it is not commonly used and has had lots of changes made to it. People charged with High 
Treason can be imprisoned for life (in the past they may have got their head chopped off or as Guy 
Fawkes found out be hung, drawn and quartered!) There are several possible acts of treason        
including killing the Queen, killing the next in line (Prince Charles) and Counterfeiting the        
Great Seal of Scotland. Scottish law forbids anyone from trying to forge the Queen’s wax              
seal, that she uses on official documents. This isn’t just forgery, it’s high treason.

Can you name something that is High Treason? 10


