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MINUTES OF THE STRATEGIC POLICY AND RESOURCES PANEL held on Monday 27 June 2022 at 3pm in the 
Village Centre Conference Room 
 
Councillors Present:  Cllrs John Lowman (Chair), Tony Lank, Claire Majsai, Malcolm Llewellyn and Allan Brown 
& Bob Sampson. Also in attendance: Sarah Groom, Clerk to the Council 
 

 

1. Apologies for Absence:  Apologies were received from Cllr Duncan Ranger and Cllr Shorrocks. 
 

2. Declarations of interest: There were no declarations of interest. 
 

3. Minutes of the Previous Meeting of the Strategic Policy & Resources Panel: The minutes of the meeting 
of 21 January 2022 were agreed as a true record of the meeting.   

 
4. MSDC District Plan Review:  Cllr Llewellyn outlined the current situation with regards to the review of the 

Mid Sussex District Plan to 2038.  A presentation by MSDC had been given to the Chairman, Vice-Chairman 
and Clerk at a town and parish council briefing on 15 June 2022.  The official line is that MSDC do not make 
the rules and have to follow the official process including the consultation stages.  MSDC officers said they 
were continuing with the process regardless in order to meet the critical deadlines.  Of note, the Leader 
of MSDC had made a statement at a public meeting “confirming” the Ansty Farm allocation would be 
dispersed elsewhere in the District.  The key concerns for H&SC PC are: 

 

• To challenge the use of the 2014 ONS statistics instead of using the updated 2019 ONS figures; 

• To challenge the algorithm being used as it is flawed; 

• Request evidence that MSDC demonstrate how they will deliver self supporting sustainable 
settlements incorporating water neutrality, sustainable transport, affordable housing and wildlife 
corridors etc; 

• To make contact with Albourne Parish Council and LAMS. 
 

Once the plan is “un-frozen” it may be appropriate to hold a public meeting with Albourne Parish Council 
to ensure residents are aware of the MSDC Plan.  In the shorter term Council may wish to write to the 
Leader of MSDC copied into the District Ward Councillors, MP and WSCC, setting out the requirements 
listed above, and it was: 

 
AGREED: That the Panel will recommend to the July 2022 Council that the Parish Council 
write to the Leader of MSDC as set out above to express the concerns raised and at the 
appropriate time, liaise with Albourne Parish Council to discuss a public meeting. 

 
5. Review of the South Downs Local Plan:  The Panel considered the letter from the SDNPA of 13 June 2022 

calling for sites by 30 September 2022 and inviting the parish council to a workshop to be held in 
November 2022.  The letter also asked the parish council to confirm whether it will be reviewing its 
Neighbourhood Plan by 31 January 2023, and it was:   
 

AGREED: That the Clerk will write to the SDNPA to thank them for their letter and that we 
have noted the dates given and to say it was unlikely that we would be reviewing our 
Neighbourhood Plan at this time. 

 
6. MSDC Community Governance Review:  The Panel considered the outcome of the first stage of the CGR 

and the letter issued by MSDC’s dated 6 June 2022 from Terry Stanley.  The seven draft recommendations 
were discussed including point 5.  Cllr Llewellyn felt the unjustified criticisms should be addressed and any 
actions publicised.  Regarding Point 6, Cllr Llewellyn felt that the dates for the future reviews of 2025 and 
2029 are too short to give enough time for a boundary review.  The deadline for responses is 1 August 
2022 with a decision being made by the MSDC on 28 September 2022, and it was: 
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AGREED: That the matter was on the June 2022 Council meeting agenda for discussion and a 
final response would be agreed at the 28 July 2022 Council meeting. 

 
7. Sustainability Strategy: The Panel considered the draft Strategy and offered some comments. Cllr Majsai 

would amend the strategy accordingly and take the draft to the July 2022 Council meeting, and it was:   
 

AGREED: That the draft Sustainability Strategy would be submitted to the July 2022 Council 
meeting, as amended. 

 
8. Woodland at Brown Twins Road/Trinity Court: The Panel received a verbal update on the letter 

submitted to WSCC for the purchase or lease of the land.  The letter was submitted on 7 June 2022 and 
was acknowledged on 13 June but a full response is awaited. 

 
9.  Date of Next Meeting:  The date of the next meeting is to be confirmed but is expected to be held prior 

to the July 2022 Council agenda setting deadline of 21 July 2022, in order that the final CGR response can 
be recommended to Council. 

 
The meeting closed at 5pm. 

 
 


