
Briefing Note 

CHS Scheme – Meeting held 14th July at WSCC Highways Depot 

Present – (WSCC) Richard Speller, Nick de Sousa, Steve Douglas (Via Zoom),  (HSCPC) Tony Lank 

Since a similar meeting earlier this year we had been looking for an on-site meeting with a WSCC 

Engineer to discuss and fine tune the various proposals under our CHS.  Stephen Douglas has since 

taken over from Peter Bradley who had retired shortly after the first meeting, and at Richard 

Speller’s request today’s meeting took place to bring Steve into the picture. 

SD has looked at our proposals and knows Hurstpierpoint well.   He accepted that our CHS had been 

delayed, partly because of the number of CHS’s that his department are attempting to process, Staff 

changes, COVID etc.  We were scheduled to be Procured (i.e. put to tender) in the current financial 

year, with the work taking place in 2023/24, but he admitted that we were in danger of slipping 

down the list a further year.  Following pressure by ourselves and Joy Dennis he assured me we are 

now back on track. 

The timeline is now: 

• After October 2022 a meeting will take place involving ourselves, WSCC and their nominated 

design consultants “WSF”. 

• Following this, WSF will draw up detailed plans for general consultation and final approval by 

JD (the CLC is no longer involved). 

• If all goes to plan the work will then be procured and done in 2023/24 as planned. 

Other points raised: 

• Nick de Sousa will be the Project Manager.  Good news this, as he knows the project already, 

although it will be a further month before he moves to the appropriate Dept and can 

formally get involved. 

• We had hoped for an earlier meeting than October, but it would be unrealistic for WSCC to 

promise this given the current workload, primarily the need to procure schemes that are 

further down the line.  However, it was indicated that we would be near, if not top of the list 

when processing restarts. 

• Some aspects of the Scheme are likely to involve a TRO.  This could delay matters, especially 

if there are significant Public objections.  

• There is an option of informal discussions with residents ahead of any public consultations, 

but SD advised against this, it being better to put forward firm proposals. 

• Whilst we have made some changes to the original scheme, generally we shouldn’t look to 

make any further amendments. 

• One exception to this might be the Western Rd and Chalkers Lane junctions with Cuckfield 

Road where it may be possible to bring in safety protection e.g. double yellow lines. 

• Cuckfield Road – other than what is already in place, what we are proposing are single 

white/yellow lines, not double. 
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