
 

 

Briefing Note: 6.4 Networking. How do we build on this?  

At the Community Engagement meeting held on the 16th June 2022 a discussion took place regarding 

a possible informal networking event and the Events Working Group were asked to discuss this 

further.  

CE22/23.007.1 Communication: The committee discussed building on links made through 
the APM and Cllr Bedford suggested organising a quarterly informal get together at one of 
the pubs. The evening would not be a surgery but an opportunity to carry on networking 
and help drive ideas and feedback for the next Annual Parish Meeting. An event in a local 
pub would drive business and would only need an email invitation to be sent. The Chair 
asked what the event would be advertised as, and it was suggested it could be called the 
Community Group Catch-Up including how can we work together and help each other. It 
was agreed that the Events Working Group would meet in July and discuss this idea and 
bring a proposal to the August CE meeting and then to Council for consideration.  

 

The Events Working Group met on the 14.7.22 to discuss this proposed idea. 

The Chair highlighted that Mid Sussex Voluntary Action (MSVA) are regularly 

holding networking events throughout West Sussex and it would be great to 

partner with them to not only draw on their expertise with running these 

events but also, they will have their own distribution list.  

The Events Working Group would therefore like to propose partnering with 

MSVA to run a trial networking event. The suggestion would be to hold this 

event at one of our buildings to help promote the facilities we have available. 

All community groups who attended the Annual Parish Meeting would be 

invited to this event. Details regarding dates, times, speakers, costs (such as 

refreshments), advertising will need to be discussed with MSVA. If the event 

was successful, we could then put together a calendar for each year working 

around the Annual Parish Meeting 

The main purpose of this event would be to continue the positive networking 

that was achieved at the Annual Parish Meeting. It would also allow the 

Parish Council to continue to work on and build on our communication with 

local groups and organisations in the parish.  

If this idea is agreed by the Community Engagement committee, then the Chair and Assistant Clerk will 

approach Nicola Brewerton from MSVA and organise a meeting to discuss this networking event further. Plans 

for the event will be brought back to Community Engagement Meetings and Full Council.  

 

RECOMMENDATION: The committee AGREE to the Events Working Group working 
alongside Mid Sussex Voluntary Action to partner in a networking event for 2022/23.  

 

Lorna Cooksey, Assistant Clerk  

15th July 2022 


