
 

 HURSTPIERPOINT           SAYERS COMMON 
                       PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Protocol for filming and recording at public meetings:  The Council has a protocol for public filming, recording and 
photography at its meetings, which is available on the Council’s website or on request at the Parish Office. 

 

   & 
 

MINUTES of the meeting to discuss the Youth Offer in Hurstpierpoint, Tuesday 18th October at 10:30am at Court Bushes 

Community Hub, function room. 

 

Representatives Present:  

Cllr Majsai – Chair of Community Engagement Committee 

Lisa Williams – Sussex Clubs for Young People 

Alison Bennett - Mid Sussex District Council Councillor for Hurstpierpoint and Downs ward 

Nicola Brewerton – Mid Sussex Voluntary Action  

Lorna Cooksey – Assistant Clerk  

Apologies: 

Cllr Llewellyn – Chair of Council   

Chris Cook – Sussex Clubs for Young People 

Ian MacDonald – Sussex Clubs for Young People 

Natalie Howe - Service Manager Early Help Mid Sussex Family Hub 

James Middleton – Sussex Clubs for Young People 

Sally Blackmore - Community Engagement & Events Officer Mid Sussex District Council  

Regina Choudhury – Community Development Officer at Mid Sussex District Council  

Dawn Rennie – Clarion Futures 

 

AGENDA 

1. Introduction: Cllr Majsai thanked everyone for attending and introductions were made.  

 

2. Sussex Clubs For Young People Update: Lisa Williams confirmed that on a Monday afternoon at Court Bushes a 

session had been running: Mini Community Ambassador programme (Mini CAPS). This session was funded by 

Clarion and was specifically run to allow the young people attending to set some priorities such as planting a tree. 

Lisa explained that they had received further funding from the Budding foundation who aim to help young people 

in need, to improve their quality of life. This funding paid for the tree which was planted at Court Bushes and the 

costs for 14 young people to attend a trampoline park. The Mini CAPs has now finished. Lisa confirmed that 

further funding had been secured through Clarion to run a CAPS but this would be carried out inline with the 

Youth Club on a Thursday. The reason that this isn’t on a separate evening is due to funding and the lack of youth 

workers. Cllr Majsai encouraged SCFYP to apply for a small grant through the Parish Council. Alison Bennett raised 

that she had recently attended a Mid Sussex Partnership meeting and raised concerns that organisations were 

spending excessive amounts of their time having to apply for grants rather than actually doing youth work and 

that this needed to change.  

 

Lisa explained that the priorities for the young people attending CAPs were to look at the pump track/facilities at 

Court Bushes and to run an event selling items they had made. Attendance for the youth club and CAPs varies 

from week to week but roughly ranges from 10-17 young people. Lisa raised that an issue they face is attracting 

other children from the parish to attend the youth club as currently the children attending are the disengaged 

vulnerable children who mainly live in Willow Way. Cllr Majsai asked whether SCFYP could consider running a 

outreach session in Sayers Common and suggested maybe it could be a session open to Sayers Common and 

Albourne young people.  If this was the case, then the Parish Council in Albourne could be approached for funding 

as well as the Sayers Common Community Shop. Lisa asked about location, and it was suggested that Berrylands 

would be better for the purple bus but the issue is it isn’t very visible and not very appealing. A discussion took 

place on growing the youth club including more volunteers, and youth workers. Nicola Brewerton confirmed that 

she would be able to help with advertising.  

 

Actions: 

 

• SCFYP to send promotional leaflets/posters to the Parish Office so these can be shared on Facebook/website and 

sent to the school.  

• SCFYP to contact St Lawrence School to attend an assembly and promote the Youth Club. 
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• The Parish Office to send SCFYP the small grant application to apply. 

• The Parish Office to share with SCFYP details of Hurst Life contact information so they can be contacted, and the 

youth club promoted.  

• SCFYP to explore a session in Sayers Common and what site location would work.  

• SCFYP to send an updated volunteering advert to the Parish Office and MSVA.  

• SCFYP to send the Parish Office feedback from their young people & families on the food bank.  

 

3. Mid Sussex District Councillor: Alison Bennett confirmed that sometime in the New Year she would be expecting to 

receive a Park Action Delivery Plan. This plan would cover all of Mid Sussex and a priority list of what needs 

upgrading over the next ten years using section 106 money. It was confirmed that Court Bushes would be part of 

this plan and is a priority, but no more information was available. The proposal for the centre for outdoor sport was 

discussed and concerns that to achieve this may mean other surrounding areas such as our parish may be affected. 

Cllr Majsai asked if the parents of the pump track group could raise the funds themselves whether it was felt that 

Mid Sussex would give them permission to go ahead at Court Bushes. It was suggested that the issue with this 

wouldn’t be the initial costs to the pump track but who would then take on the maintenance. The other concern 

surrounding the pump track would be if Mid Sussex did put something in place whether it would be a modest track 

to tick a box rather than an impressive track that caters for the teens in the parish. Space and what can fit would 

ultimately be key in any decision for the size of the pump track.    

 

Action: 

 

• Alison Bennett to share the Mid Sussex Partnership Report  

 

4. Parish Council Update: Cllr Majsai explained that the Parish Council were working hard on links with local 

groups/organisations and especially St Lawrence School. Cllr Majsai confirmed that she would be having a meeting 

with the Headteacher of St Lawrence school to talk about the current needs of families focusing on any specific 

projects or needs such as lack of food. Lisa confirmed that she was aware that it was Hassock food bank supplying 

Hurstpierpoint families in need rather than the Hurstpierpoint food bank. Cllr Majsai explained that the Food Bank 

was also a concern and a meeting had already been organised to see how the Parish Council could help the Food 

Bank and ensure that the residents of the parish knew how to access it.  

 

5. Graffiti: The graffiti that happened in the parish took place at the end of the summer holidays and since then there 

has not been anymore reports. It was commented that engaging the young people and making them feel part of 

the community would probably stop this happening again. It was suggested that a graffiti workshop such as what 

was held in Burgess Hill may be a good start and Lisa agreed this would be something that SCFYP would be interested 

in holding.  

 
Action: 

• Nicola Brewerton to share the details with SCFYP of the group who ran the graffiti workshop in Burgess Hill.  

  

6. Next Meeting Date: April 2023 


