
 
 

                                                          
 
 
 
 
19 December 2022 
 
 
 
Subject: South Downs Local Plan Review timetable  
 
 
Dear Clerk, 
 
I am writing to provide a brief update on the South Downs Local Plan Review, in particular the 
timetable for the Local Plan Review process. 
 
 
The decision to start work on the Local Plan Review was made at a National Park Authority 
meeting in May 2022. It was explained this would be a modest review and that many of the key 
components of the existing Local Plan, such as a landscape-led approach and use of ecosystem 
Services and integrating land management with land use in order to create good places for people to 
live work and visit would remain.  
 
 
We wrote to all Town and Parish Councils in June 2022 to inform you of the SDNPA’s intention to 
carry out a review of the South Downs Local Plan, and invited all Town and Parish Councils to 
work collaboratively with the Authority in the review process. In our correspondence in June we set 
out the timetable for the Local Plan Review Process (the Local Development Scheme). The 
timetable has changed since we wrote to you in June, more information on these changes and the 
reasons for them are set out in a report which was agreed by the National Park Authority on 
Wednesday 14 December. In summary there is a delay of approximately a year to eighteen months 
for the Local Plan Review. More detail on the timetable can be found in the Local Development 
Scheme which is contained within the attached report.  
 
 
In June, we asked Town and Parish Councils with ‘Made’ Neighbourhood Plans to inform us 
whether they intend to carry out a Neighbourhood Plan Review by the end of January 2023. Given 
the change in the Local Plan Review timetable this is no longer necessary. Officers are currently 
working on a more detailed project plan for the Local Plan Review and we will be in touch with 
revised dates for Town and Parish Councils to inform us of their intention to prepare 
Neighbourhood Plan Reviews.  
 
 
We are still committed to working collaboratively with all Town and Parish Councils and we will 
be inviting you to input into our Settlement Facilities Study, Open Space Study and to prepare a 
Parish Priorities Statement, all of which will inform the Local Plan Review. We will write to you 
again in the New Year with more information on these important opportunities. 
 
 
 

https://www.southdowns.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/Agenda-Item-12-LPR.pdf


 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish you and your Councillors a very Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year. 
 
Kind Regards 
Chris  
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
 
 
Chris Paterson 
Planning Policy Lead 
chris.paterson@southdowns.gov.uk 
01730819286 
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