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Good afternoon

From Thursday, all residents, businesses, and community groups across West Sussex are invited to
complete a survey on the future of local government.

Details are in the press release below and are under strict embargo until 00:01am Thursday 17 of July.
Kindest regards

Emily Bahr

Interim Communications Officer

She/Her

Mid Sussex District Council

Emily.Bahr@midsussex.gov.au
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Have your say on the future of local government in West Sussex: councils launch public survey
Residents, businesses and community groups across the county are being invited to share their views
about the future of their councils as part of an important survey launching on 17 July

at: www.shapingwestsussex.org

All West Sussex residents and organisations are invited to complete a survey asking about where they live
or work, the council services they use, as well as what matters to them about how their council could be
structured in the future. The survey will close at 11.59pm on Wednesday 13 August. This is just the start of
local government reorganisation in West Sussex and as we move through the process, we will continue to
seek your views.

All councils in the area are working together to gather views that will help shape proposals for the future
of local government in the county. The government has asked councils to explore how local government
reorganisation could work in the area, with the aim of creating a new unitary council model, or models -
replacing the current two-tier system with a single-tier council responsible for all local services.

What is local government reorganisation?

Local government reorganisation is a process of restructuring local government to simplify the way
services are delivered. Instead of having separate county and district or borough councils, a unitary
model brings everything together into one organisation — from bin collections and housing to education
and adult social care. Town or parish councils will remain as they are. This is different from devolution,
which involves transferring powers from central government to regional or national governments, whereas
local government reorganisation focuses on streamlining existing local structures.

Why your voice matters

This is a significant change that will affect how local services are run in the future —and how decisions are
made about the things that matter most to you. That’s why it’s vital that residents, community groups, and
businesses have their say at this early stage.

Your input now will help build a strong foundation for a new council that truly reflects the people it serves.
Once the business case has been submitted on 26 September 2025, the Government will begin a formal
consultation process. A Government decision on local government reorganisation in West Sussex is
expected in spring 2026. After this we will further engage with residents, staff, councillors and businesses
on the design of how the new council will look. Further engagement will follow in line with the chosen
model and implementation schedule.

Whatever changes are agreed, vital local services will continue — from waste collection and public health
to care for older people and support for families. The aim of local government reorganisation is not to
reduce services, but to simplify how they are delivered and to ensure that local voices are heard more
clearly in decision-making
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“l encourage the communities and businesses of Mid Sussex to take part in the survey and share their
views about the services they receive and what is important to them,” said the Leader of the Council,
Councillor Eggleston.

“We need to hear from as many people as possible, so we can factor their views into our work to
reorganise councils in West Sussex”.

Take partin the survey

The survey is now live at www.shapingwestsussex.org and will be open until 11.59pm on 13 August.
Whether you’ve lived in the area for decades, work here or have just moved in, your views are important.
This is a unique opportunity to help shape a new council that works for you, your family and your
community.

For more information visit: www.shapingwestsussex.org and Local government reorganisation - Mid

Sussex District Council
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The information contained in this email may be subject to public disclosure under the Freedom of
Information Act 2000. Unless the information contained in this email is legally exempt from disclosure,
we cannot guarantee that we will not provide the whole or part of this email to a third party making a
request for information about the subject matter of this email. This email and any attachments may
contain confidential information and is intended only to be seen and used by the named addressees. If
you are not the named addressee, any use, disclosure, copying, alteration or forwarding of this email and
its attachments is unauthorised. If you have received this email in error please notify the sender
immediately by email or by calling +44 (0) 1444 458 166 and remove this email and its attachments from
your system. The views expressed within this email and any attachments are not necessarily the views or
policies of Mid Sussex District Council. We have taken precautions to minimise the risk of transmitting
software viruses, but we advise you to carry out your own virus checks before accessing this email and
any attachments. Except where required by law, we shall not be responsible for any damage, loss or
liability of any kind suffered in connection with this email and any attachments, or which may result from
reliance on the contents of this email and any attachments.
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